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and violence, and which it was intended should | 
never be done here. 

Mr. B. called upon the Senate to recollect what 
was the feature in the famous court of the STAR | 
CHAMBER, which rendered that court the most 
odious that ever sat in England. It was not the | 
mass of its enormities, great as they were; for the | 
regular tribunals which yet existed exceeded that 
court both in the mass and in the atrocity of their | 
crimes and oppressions. The reguler courts, in 
the com of a single reign—that of James the 
Second; a single judge, ina single riding—Jefiries, 
on the western circuit—surpassed all the enormi- 
ties of the Star Chamber in the whole course of its 
existence. What, then, rendered that court so | 
intolerably odious to the English people? Sir, 
(said Mr. B.,) it was because that court had no- 
grand jury—because it proceeded without present- | 
ment, without indictment, upon information alone; | 
and thus got at its victims without the intervention | 
—without the restraint—of an accusing body. This | 
is the feature which sunk the Star Chamber in Eng- | 
land. It is the feature which no criminal tribunal | 
in this America is allowed to possess. The most 
inconsiderable offender in any State of the Union | 
must be charged by a grand jury before he can be 
tried by the court. In this Senate, sitting asa high 
court of impeachmept, a charge must first be pre- 
sented by the House of Representatives, sitting as 
the grand inquest of thenation. Butif the Senate 
can proceed without the intervention of this grand 
inquest, wherein is it to differ from the Star Cham- 
ber, except in the mere execution of its decrees? | 
And what other execution is now required for de- 
linquent public men than the force of public opin- 
ion? No! (said Mr. B.;) we live in an age when | 

ublic opinion, over public men, is omnipotentand | 
irreversible !—when public sentiment annihilates a | 
public man more effectually than the scaffold! To | 
this newand omnipotenttribunal all the public men | 
of Europe and America are now happily subject. | 
The fiat of public opinion has superseded the axe | 
of the executioner. Struck by that opinion, kings 
and emperors in Europe, and the highest function- | 
aries among ourselves, fall poweriess from the | 
political stage, and wander, while their bodies live, | 
as shadows and phantoms over the land. Should | 
he give examples? It might be invidious; yet all | 
would recollect an eminent example of a citizen, 
once sitting at the head of this Senate, afterwards 
falling under a judicial prosecution, from which he 
escaped untouched by the sword of the law, yet 
that eminent citizen was more utterly annihilated | 
by public opinion, than any execution of a capital 
sentence could ever have accomplished upon his | 
name. 
ting as a court of impeachment, for the power of 
execution? The only effect of a regular impeach- 





ment now, is to remove from office, and disqualifi- | 


cation for office. An irregular impeachment will 
be tantamount to removal and disqualification, if 
the justice of the sentence is confided in by the 


ople.. If this condemnation of the President had | 


een pronounced in the first term of his Adminis- 
tration, and the people had believed in the truth 
and justice of the sentence, certainly President 


Jackson would not have been elected a second | 


time; and every object that a political rival, or a 


SHED. 





i America are witnesses. 
|| tween the country and the bank? Is he not pro- 












|| Secretary of the Treasury. It was our duty, then, 


What occasion, then, has the Senate, sit- | 
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accomplished by it. 
It was in vain to say there could be no object, | 
at this time, in annihilating the political influence 


GTO 


| 


was presented, and the object intended to be || 


public man, with a senatorial conviction for violat- || 


| ing the laws and Constitution of thecountry. Such 
| an assertion, if ventured upon by any one, would 


| stand contradicted by facts of which Europe ard 
Does he not stand be- 


claimed the sole obstacle to the recharter of the | 
bank? and in its recharter is there not wrapped up 
the destinies of a political party, now panting for 
power? Remove this sole obstacle—annihilate its 
influence, kill off President Jackson with a sen- 


| tence of condemnation for a high crime and mis- || 


demeanor, and the charter of the bank will be 
renewed, and in its renewal a political party, now 
thundering at the gates of the Capito}, wili leap 
into power. Here, then, isan OBJ ECT for desir- 
ing the extinction of the political influence of Pres- 


identJackson! An object large enough to be seen by || 
|| all America, and attractive enough to enlistthecom- || 
| bined interest of aGREAT MONEYED POW- 


ER, and of a GREAT POLITICAL PARTY. 
Mr. SOUTHARD thought he felt, notwith- 
standing the warning given him by the gentleman 
who had just taken his seat, (Mr. Benton,] the 
solemnity of the occasion which we were called | 
upon to act. Though he felt we should act with | 
calmness and consideration, he feared he would 
not be able to school himself into all that degree 
of moderation so necessary for the occasion. He 
would call the Senate’s attention to the position in 
which we were at the time we received this mes- | 
sage from the Executive of the United States; for, 
in his opinion, the President had grossly perverted 
that position. When we came here we found the 
public treasure removed from the institution where | 
it had been placed by law, to places not known to | 
the law; and removed, too, by the President and 








to inquire how and why it had been removed. The | 
Secretary had given us his reasons for the act, and 
the President himself had also shown the grounds 
on which he acted. Mr. S. asked, therefore, if 
we could have avoided making the inquiry, and, 
having done so, could we avoid saying whether | 
those reasons were sufficient? He apprehended | 
wecould not. The order of the President, and | 
the reasons of the Secretary, were both before the | 
Senate, and unless we overlooked both, without | 
affirming or denying the validity of the reasons, 
we were bound to act as wehaddone. Oneofthe | 


Secretary’s reasons; but had we stopped there, it 
might have been said that the Secretary was under | 
the necessity of obeying the orders of the Presi- 
dent, who had the entire control of the public 
money. Therefore, he thought the position of the 
Senate had been grossly perverted by the Presi- 
dent of the United States. The resolution says: 
** Resolved, That the President, in the late exec- 
‘utive proceedings in relation to the public rev- 
‘enue, has assumed upon himself authority and 
‘ power not conferred by the Constitution and laws, 
‘ but in derogation of both.” ; 





political party, could have wished from his removal 
from office, and disqualification for office, would 
have been accomplished. Disqualification for of- 
fice—loss of public favor—political death—is now 
the object of political rivalship; and all this can be 
accomplished by an informal, as well as by a for- 
mal impeachment, if the sentence is only confided 
in by the people. If the people believed that the 
President has violated the Constitution and the 
laws, he ceases to be the object of their respect and 
their confidence; he loses their favor; he dies a 
political death; and that this might be the object 
of the resolution, Mr. B. would leave to the deter- 
mination of those who should read the speeches 
which were delivered in support of the measure, 
and which would constitute a public and lasting 
monument of the temper in which the resolution 
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He defied human language to furnish terms 
more mild expressing the idea that the act of the 
President was unconstitutional; that he had not 
the authority to do what he had done. We said 
that it was in derogation of the laws of the coun- 
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interference with the rights of the Senate. He 


|| (Mr. 8.) said he had exhibited a falsehood. Mr. 


S. said it was intended as the foundation of legis- 


| lative action. We meant it to be so, and he k 
of President Jackson, and killing him off as a || de: ingialatins 


it to beso. Sir, how could we get at legislative 
action? Must we not first have decided the act to 
be wrong?) We must first decide and then legis- 
late. Betore we undertake to restore the laws, we 
must first see that the laws have been violated. 


| He said on his responsibility as a Senator, and 


|| years old at the time of the Revolution. 


I} 


resolutions expressed the insufficiency of the | 





try; and if we had said he had no rightful author- 
ity, we should have said precisely the same thing. | 


’ 
he 


position taken by the Executive struck at all | 


the legislative power of the Senate, and if the | 


President was correct, we stood here as monu- | 


ments of the folly of our ancestors who gave us 
no powers other than those which were necessary 


to record the executive proceedings. This paper 


not intended to be the foundation of | 


} 


of the Executive asserted that the resolutions were | 
islative | 
action. Sir, (said Mr.S.,) the Executive has pro- | ; 1 
nounced what is not true. It is an impertinent || been given, it would have proved the very reverse 


would not allow it to go out without a contradie- 
tion, that it was intended as the foundation of legis- 


|| lative action. 


There were many things in this protest, in ita 
details, as well as in its great features, which cer- 
tainly deserved comment. But he would not detain 
the Senate by noticing them all. But he would 
| refer tosome. The President, after perverting the 
act of the Senate, says, that the resolution was an 
| accusation against his personal character. This 
was notso. Where was the attack made which 
| should authorize him to send us a eulogy on his 
own life? The resolution was a mere declaration 
| that the President had assumed powers upon him- 
| self not granted by the Constitution. Ele denied 
| that that was such an impeachment of his private 
| character as would justify him in coming to the 
| Senate to speak of his revolutionary services. He 
| had never heard his name mentioned in the his- 

tory of these times; and if he and his friends were 
| right, he must have been but a boy of thirteen 
He had 
| heard of wounds he had received, but never at the 
| head of a battalion or regiment. 
The President said the question before the Amer- 
| ican people had been settled by a vast majority of 





|| that people. When and what question was it that 
|| had been passed on by the 


ple? Was it the 
constitutionality of a United States Bank? No, 
If it had been passed on by the people, he (Mr. 
S.) was ignorant of the history of it. To prove 
that it had been settled in his election to the Pres- 
idency, he must show how many of those who 
voted for him did so on account of his hostility to 
the bank; how many of them voted for the spoils 
of victory; how many of them voted for that reform 
which had been given us in an increase of office- 
holders and their salaries; how many of them voted 
for him on account of his revolutionary services, 
founded on fiction or poetry, but not on fact. Take 
away all these, and how many were given for the 
sole purpose of breaking down the bank? Where 
was the solemn decision of the people of the Uni- 
ted States that the bank was unconstitutional? 
When the President came here to make us the 
medium through which to operate on the people, 
we ought to take nothing but facts. Shall we, b 
receiving this paper, place ourselves in an attitude 
which will compel us to enter into a contest with 
the Executive of the United States? Our resolu- 
tion was a mere declaration of opinion; and being 
so, what right had the President to send us a mes- 
sage, presuming a different act, and giving us a 
plain warning to proceed no further? We have 
made a preparatory act; and the moment we have 
done so, we have received, not from Charles the 
First, or Cromwell, or Napoleon Bonaparte, but 
from a man combining the characters of the whole 
of them together, a warning to cease our further 
proceedings. 

The message, in a gross and most impertinent 
manner, alluded to the relations subsisting between 
himeelf and his colleague and the State they repre- 
sented. But he says he has adverted to it only 
as a mere ma‘'er of history. Would he have in- 
serted it there : ad it been a mere matter of history? 
When he tells us so, I do not believe him. It was 
an impertinent interference with his rights as a 
Senator. He (Mr.S.) had been quoted in certain 


|| journals as having pledged himself to obey the 


will of the Legislature. It was a gross and base 
falsehood. He had been quoted by giving one 
half the sentence, and leaving out the other half, 
which explained the context. If the whole had 


seo sane ee it A an te ree 
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of what was charged. He said when he began | out this widely extended empire, when the little \ 
that he feared he could not treat the subject with || politicians of the day shall sink into oblivion, and | 


that moderation which it required and demanded, | 


and he now hoped some Senator would move an | 


adjournment, or to lay the motion of the gentleman 


e remembered no more forever. 
Mr. President, the Senator from Mississipyi || 
has said that the receipt of this paper had filled 


} 
| 


from Mississippi on the table, that it might receive | every honorable Senator with indignation. Now, || 


aw more calm and deliberate consideration. 


receive this mandate of the Executive, command- 
ing us not to proceed, and if we submit to it, there | he did not say that every honorable Senator did | 


is but one thing more: and that is, a company of 

soldiers to drive us from our seats. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, said he had hoped, | 

from the declaration of the Senator from New 


If we || sir, 


| 


_I stand in need of the opinions of that Senator to 


Jersey, that ‘he would school his feelings, and | 


discuss the subject with temperance,’’ that the || 


Senate would have been spared the reiteration of 
violent denunciation, and the most abusive epithets | 
applied to the Chief Magistrate of the nation. Mr. | 
President, we have heard the President of these 
United States eharged by a Senator in his place, 
before an American Senate, and in the face of the 
world, with giving utterance to falsehoods, know- 
ing them to be faise. Sir, the veracity and honor 
of General Jackson are too well established by a 
long life spent in his country’s service, in which 
his truth had never been questioned, nor his honor 
tarnished, to be now affected, even by the high 
authority of the Senator from New Jersey. But 
Jet us examine, Mr. President, upon what ground 
it ie that the Senator has thought proper to bring 
this debasing charge against the President of the 
United States. Why, sir, he has stated in the 


/nominate, and by and with the consent of the 


| it was a violation of the Constitution of the land? | 


message now under consideration, that the adop- || 


tion of the resolution condemning him for having 
violated the Constitution and the law, was not de- 
signed as a foundaiion for legislative action. Now, 
sir, | put it to the Senator from New Jersey upon 
his conscience as a man, and his honor as a Sena- 
tor, to say whether he did, or does now believe, 
that further legislation was expected to be founded 
on that resolution, by those whoadopted it? [Mr. 
Sournarp said he did.] Sir, this is the first inti- 
mation I have heard of any such intention. I am 
bound to believe the Senator, yet | can but think 
few, if any, here, will agree with him: for myself, 
sir, | never for a moment believed there was any 
such design. I considered it to be a political | 
movement, and that gentlemen supposed that by | 


this condemnatory sentence, they would shake the | 


confidence of the people in the purity and integrity 
of their President, impair the weight and influence 
of the Administration, and thus be enabled to pull 
down political opponents, and to elevate political 
friends. I may have been mistaken, but this, sir, 
was my firm belief. Will my veracity be called 
in question for stating it? 1 presume not; and yet, | 


| President, that we have in these our days, men 
| within these walls, who comprehend the provis- 


_ those who framed it; and who are determined, if || 
| practicable, to rescue that instrument from viola- || 


| Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, and all || 


sir, the President of the United States, for stating || 


what he believed to be true—what I believe to be 
true—and most of those around me believe also, 
has been charged over and over again with wilful 
falsehood. 
give utterance here to the feelings of deep indigna- | 
tion, which such a charge is calculated to excite, | 
and I will pass over this part of the Senator’s re- 
marks with but one observation more, and that is, | 
that the language he has felt himself justified in | 
using, is as unusual as it is unbecoming in this | 
body, never before indulged in to my recollection, 
but by one other individual, and approved of, I 
trust and believe, by no one, be his political and 
as feelings what they may. | 
; eare told, sir, that the President has seized on | 
this occasion to trumpet forth his own praises; to | 


eulogize hisservices. Sir, attacked as he has been | 


as a violator of the Constitution, a tyrannical || exercise of the veto, which alone saved us from 


| that ruinous measure? Or will Senators, opposed to 


. | the Bank of the United States upon constitutional 
liberties of the people, could he, in the just pride || 


usurper of powers not delegated by that instru- 
ment; for trampling under foot the rights and 


of conscious rectitude, do less than recur to those 
events in his most eventful life, calculated to show 
most conclusively that such early devotion to the 
principles of liberty, such sacrifices, privations, 
and perils, sustained and encountered by him in 
defending his country’s rights, must, with every 


unprejudiced mind, free him from imputations as || executive usurpation upon the rights of the people, | 
illiberal asunjust? Mr. President, itis not forme | and in violation of the Constitution. 


| claim which had been set up to an unlimited ex- | 


| 
| 


| 


| lands, the destruction of the best interesis of the 
|, new States of the west and southwest, if not a 


_ to the condemnation of a man who interposed the | 
| shield of that Constitution to protect the country 


| 


| 


| moneyed institution? 


feel no such indignation, and if the Senator— || 
[Here Mr. Pornpexter rose to explain; he said | 

feel indignant, but that he ought so to feel.) | 
Sir, | must be permitted to judge for myself as || 

to what should excite my indignation; and not till 


regulate my feelings, on this or any other subject, || 
shall I be in the slightest degree influenced by 
them. 

Why, sir, the Senator from Mississippi gravely 
complains that the President asserts the power of 
appointment and removal from office; and why | 
should he not, sir? Does not the Constitution 
expressly delegate to the President the right to 


Senate, to appoint to office? And has it not been |! 
settled, for more than forty years, that the absolute 
right of removal was also vested in the President, | 
acted upon unquestioned under every Administra- 
tion, until the present time, when new light seems | 
to have burst upon the hitherto benighted minds | 
of honorable Senators here, and they have all at 
once discovered that this power of removal from | 
office never has existed, and that the exertion of 





Most fortunate must it be for the country, Mr. 


ions of the Constitution so much better than || 


tion on the part of the present President—who 
has the hardihood to do what had been done by 





others who have heretofore discharged the execu- 
tive duties of this Government. 

But the President has exerted the veto power 
vested in him by the Constitution, to arrest what 
he on his conscience believed to be laws enacted in 
violation of that instrument, or calculated greatly 
to impair the general interest: and for this he is | 
now arraigned as having usurped all the powers 
of legislation. Sir, it is somewhat amusing to | 
see the changes produced on the minds of hon- 
orable Senators by the force of party feeling, con- || 
demning to-day what yesterday met with their || 
most hearty support. ‘The President, by his veto | 
on the Maysville road bill, arrested the action of | 
the General Government on works of internal im- 
provement—put down, as far as in him lay, the | 





ercise of power over such subjects; and thus, not | 


dred millions of dollars, then in progress of appro- 
priation or contemplated on surveys then making, 
but, sir, by his patriotic devotion to the true prin- 
ciples of our Government, preserved from violation 
the sacred charter of our rights. How many, now | 
in my eye, then applauded the act, who are now 
ready to condemn the exercise of the veto, and | 
pronounce it an usurpation of all legislative power? | 
How can those, Mr. President, who saw in the 

bill of the Senator from Kentucky, for the distri- 

bution of the proceeds of the sales of the public | 





violation of the Constitution itself, condemn the 


grounds, suffer their party feelings to lead them 


from the blighting influence of this immense 
Executive usurpation! I 
firmly believe, Mr. President, we now have, and | 
ever have had, more to fear from legislative, than | 





| wants of the Government. 





Sir, look at | 


to defend Andrew Jackson against the charge of || the tariff act of 1828, laid not for the purposes of | 


having attempted to claim credit for services never revenue, butexpressly and avowedlyfor protection. 
rendered. Those services are known to the whole || Few will be found in the southern section of our 
American people—detraction itself cannot lessen || country who will not pronounce a tariff for protec- 





section, I need not depict; they are known to all 
who hear me. Remonstrance was vain; an inex. 
orable majority, who were filling their pockets with 
the spoils, turned a deaf ear; all the influence of 
this much-abused President, abused by those he 
was laboring to relieve, was exerted without effect: 
message after message recommended the reduction 
of duties to the revenue standard; bill after bi}| 
was introduced, prepared by the Secretary of the 


|| Treasury, under his direction, so to regulate the 
|| duties as to relieve the suffering portions of the 


country, and bring down the revenue to the lowest 
Interest, regardless of 
the Constitution, still prevailed in the legislative 
halls, and these just bills were defeated. Tell me 
not, then, that it is executive usurpation, from 
which we have most to fear. 

Sir, the Senator from Maine [Mr. Srracve] 
urges that the claims set forth by the President in 
this message leaves no power in any other depart- 
ment of the Government. Sir, if I understood 
that paper, as read by the Secretary, the Senator 
is altogether mistaken. I am contaatt he had no 
design to misrepresent. The power claimed is a 
supervisory power, to see that the agents of the 


| Government faithfully carry into effect the laws 


which may be passed fortheir control. This,and 
no more, is the extent of the claim set forth, and 


| which now is denounced as an unheard-of assump- 


tion cf power. Mr. President, the American peo- 
ple selected General Jackson as their President, 
because they believed him honest, patriotic, and 
possessed of a firmness of spirit, which would not 
be turned aside, for fear of consequences, from 
compelling all within the sphere of his legitimate 
control to discharge their duty to that people; 
nor will they be induced to withdraw their con- 
fidence, however strongly he may be censured by 
politicians, should he continue steadily to pursue 
that course—for they will not be alarmed by the 
cry of usurpation, or tyranny, although it should 
come from this, or the other Chamber of this 
building. 

It has been strongly urged, Mr. President, that 
never before, in the history of this country, hasa 
President of the United States felt himself justi- 
fied in making a communication to the Senate, 
complaining of the action of this body. Sir, a 


| case precisely similar to this never has occurred; 
| for, sir, never before has the Senate adopted a 


resolution condemning the President fora violation 
of the Constitution, which he had solemnly sworn 
to support, and placed that sentence of condemna- 
tion on the archives of the nation, as an enduring 
record of his disgrace—as far, at least, as their 
act could affix thatstigma on his name. But, sir, 
a case somewhat similar did occur at an early 
period—in the Administration of that man whom 


|| we all delight to honor as the Father of his Coun- 
| only prevented the expenditure of nearly one hun- | 
I am not permitted, Mr. President, to | 


try. Sir, General Washington was in the habit 
of coming down to the Senate, taking the seat you 
now occupy, and presenting his nominations for 
their confirmation. On one occasion it pleased the 
Senate to withhold its approbation from a nomina- | 
tion of a General Fishburn, of Savannah, Georgia. 
General Washington felt aggrieved; left the chair; 
and on a subsequent day made a nomination, in 
writing, of another individual, for the same office, 
accompanied by a message complaining of the re- 
jection of General Fishburn, and assigning his rea- 
sons for having nominated him. [Here Mr. K. 
read the message.}] Sir, on this occasion General 
Washington felt himself authorized to send a com- 
munication to the Senate, to justify himself in 
making a nomination which they had rejected; 
not to procure the favorable action of that bod 
upon the individual named—for he was not nomi- 
nated, but another in his place; but to free himself 
from the implied censure which such rejection was 
supposed to convey. But now, sir, when the 


| President attempts to free himself from the unpre- 


cedented censure passed upon him by the Senate, 
by stating the grounds of his action, with the rea- 
sons which influenced him, and asks that it shall 
be placed on the same Journal on which the reso- 
lution of his condemnation stands, he is met with 
a degree of vituperation and denunciation which 
has astonished, if it has not disgusted, the moat 
of those who heard it. 

Mr. President, I am obliged to the Senator from 


them. Sir, the fame of that man will live in the || tion alone, a violation of the Constitution. Its Maine for calling our attention to another message, 
grateful recollections ofarepublican peoplethrough- | 


withering effects upon the prosperity of that whole || 


which he considers insulting to the Senate. What, 
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sir, gave rise to that communication? A resolu- 
tion adopted by the Senate restricting the consti- 
tutional power of the President in nominating for 
office. lt was adopted without reflection, at the 
instance of a Senator from Mississippi, with the 
design to protect the new States from having per- 
sons from other States sent within their limits to 
hold offices which he and most of us supposed 
citizens of the State where the office was located 
could be found as well qualified to discharge the 
duties. The motive was a good one; butthe restric- 
tion was in derogation of the constitutional power 
vested in the President. He so viewed it, and de- 
termined not to be thus deprived of his legitimate | 
right; hence the message which the Senator had de- | 
clared to be an insult tothe Senate. Why, sir, the 
Senate itself, on reéxamination, coincided in opin- 
ion with the President, and repealed the obnoxious 
resolution. 1 now ask'the Senator if he will risk 
his reputation, as a sound constitutional lawyer, 
by denying that the President was right in refusing 
to be so restricted ? 

Sir, a resolution offered by a Senator from North 
Carolina (not now a member of this body) pend- 
ing the famous Panama question, has been read to | 
justify the Senate in adopting this. Mr. President, | 
they are entirely dissimilar. There the then Presi- 
dent had made known his intention to institute a 
new mission, without the advice of the Senate or 
the approbation of Congress. The Senate, as his 
constitutional advisers, believed it their duty to 
interpose and prevent the adoption of a measure 
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not only this paper, but the resolution also will be 
scrutinized—the motive for its adoption will be 
canvassed and understood, and gentlemen will 
find that they mustabide thedecision. Therecan 
be no escape. 

Mr. LEIGH said there was one sentiment ex- 
pressed by the honorable gentleman from Missouri 
| (Mr. Benton] in which he entirely concurred. It 
| was the solemnity and importance of the present 
| occasion. He declared before his God, that upon 
| the fate of these resolutions and the disposition of 
this question, he believed depended the perma- | 








| our fathers. But there should be nothing done 
but in a spirit of calmness and moderation, and | 
upon full deliberation; and yet he felt that he could 
not now discuss this question without giving utter- 
ance to feelings of passion, which would be thought | 
by others unbecoming the occasion and his station; | 
feelings which he now felt boiling in his bosom. | 
He believed he felt the dignity and importance of 
the station he filled here, and never would he do | 
| aught toimpairthatdignity. He therefore moved | 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The Senate then adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Tuurspay, April 17, 1834. 





nency of the Constitution handed down to us by || 


| The House resumed the ‘consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Marois, with the 
| amendment moved by Mr. Corwin. 


_ The motion pending thereon being to lay the 
resolution and the amendment on the table— 

| Mr. CLAY said, as he found it was desucd by 
many mewbers that this apparently interminable 
discussion should be proceeded with, noiwith- 

, Standing the House had decided the questions — 
involved by it, he would not oppose this wish 

_ for discussion, and he would, therefore, withdraw 

| his motion to have the resolution laid on the table. 








| Mr. McKENNAN then obtained the floor, and 
| the subject was postponed by unanimous con- 


|} sent. 


The bill granting compensation for property 
burnt and destroyed during the last war, reported 
with amendments from the Committee of the 
Whole, was read twice, and ordered to be en- 
| grossed for a third reading. 

The consideration of the military commutation 
bill was further postponed, on motion of Mr. 
| CRANE, until Thursday next. 
| The House then resolved itself into a Commit- 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union (Mr. 
| Hussarp in the chair) on 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 





|| The question pending being on the amendment 


Mr. E. WHITTLESEY reported a bill for the 


|| submitted thereto by Mr. Vance, to reduce the 
relief of Anne Haliday. 


|| salary to be paid to the Commissioner of the Land 


then ina train for execution, opposed, as the Mr. CRANE, a bill for the relief of the legal 


believed, by the plainest principles of the Consti- 
tution. It was advice, sir, salutary advice, not 
censure: can the same be said of this resolution, 
charging the President with a violation of the Con- 
stitution and of law. 

Mr. President, the Senator form Maine boasted 
that he is no Jackson man—that he will not bow 
the knee to Baal. Sir, this is not the first time the 
friends of the Administration have been taunted 
with subserviency to executive views. I have 
heretofore disdained to notice it. Sir, 1 was known 
to those who placed me here as the personal and 
political friend of General Jackson. I have given 
to hig Administration a firm and zealous, if not 
able support, whenever, in my judgment, the meas- 


ures proposed were calculated to advance the gen- || 


eral interests; but, sir, it has been my fate, in the | 
discharge of what I conceived to be my duty, to 
stand arrayed — one of his most important | 
measures: I allude to the bill of the last session, 
known generally as the Force Bill. Was subser- 
viency manifested then? Sir, on other occasions | 
I have differed with the views of the President, | 
and frankly made known to him that difference— 
and little do those know him who suppose that 
thus to act either lessens his respect or diminishes | 
his friendship for the individual. No, sir, high- 
minded and honorable himself, he fully appreciates 
these qualities in others. Base subserviency can 
never win his respect nor command hisfavor. Sir, 
the Senator from Maine informs us, he obeys no 
mandates. So it seems, sir, neither here nor else- 
where—here it is not desired; elsewhere it may be | 
expected; but, sir, I leave the gentleman to settle 
it with those who may conceive they have a right 
to command. 


Mr. President, this communication has been | 
stigmatized by the Senator from Mississippi, and || 


others, as a feble, miserable production, not cal || the President of the United States be respectfully || 
, > ’ oie 


If | 
such, sir, be its character, why is it so violently | 


culated to produce any effect on the country. 


assailed before it has fairly made its appearance in 
the Senate? Why is the proposition now made to 
refuse its reception? Does it not seem as if gen- 
tlemen were conscious that the resolution the 

have adopted will not bear the test of fair exami- 
nation? But, sir, be that as it may, I am surprised 
at the proposition of the Senator from Mississippi. 
Has he not suffered his ‘* indignant feelings,” as | 
he terms them, to hurry him into an indiscretion, | 





which his vigorous intellect will condemn? Sir, || rejected by the Housein the early part of theday, 
this paper cannot be smothered; the very attempt || for a similar suspension, in order to take up a reso- 


to do so, will give to it increased im 
eyes of the country. 
read with avidity; ours are an intelligent, reflect- 
ing, sober people—denunciation and abuse of the 
President, even by those occupying seats in this 
august assembly, will not turn them aside from a 


portance in the | 








calm examination of the whole matter. Yes, sir, |, move to have the resolution taken up to-morrow. || 


It will go forth—it will be || 


| 


| instant, the memorial of the Chesapeake and 








| 


| liable in his judgment. 


representatives of Colonel Willis Reddick. | 
Mr. ELLSWORTH, a bill to authorize a writ || 
of error in certain cases relating to patent rights || 
to the Supreme Court of the United States. i] 
Mr. WILLIAMS, a bill to authorize an extra | 
session of the Legislative Council of the Territory | 
of Michigan. 
All which were read twice and committed. 


Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill for the relief of | 
John Wilson; which was read twice and ordered || 
to be engrossed for a third reading. | 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads || 
and Canals, to which was referred, on the 14th || 
Ohio Canal Company, made a report thereon, of | 
its state, condition, finances, &c., which he moved | 


| to have committed, and printed for the use of the 


members. | 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved the || 
printing of 3,000 extra copies. \| 

The usual number were ordered to be printed, \ 
and the report having been committed, the motion | 
for printing an extra number stands over. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on the 
subject of the Militia, reported bill to provide more 
effectually for the national defence by organizing, 
arming, and establishing an uniform militia 
throughout the United States, and to provide for 
the discipline thereof; which bill was read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. CHILTON moved to suspend the rule, in 
order to take up the following resolution submitted 
by him: 

Resolved, That in view of the general distress of 
the people of the United States, and that commer- | 
cial embarrassment which is carrying ruin to the 
door of the agricultural portion of our citizens, | 


requested to submit to the House a plan for a | 
Bank of the United States, competent to all the || 
duties which may be required by the Government, | 
and which may be so organized as not to infringe | 
on our own delegated powers, or the reserved | 
rights of the States,and, comprising allthe advan- 
tages, may not be subject to the objections to 
oniek the present Bank of the United States is | 





The House refused—Yeas 50, nays 112. 
Mr. JARVIS renewed a motion, made and 





lution submitted by him for an inquiry into the 
cause of the suspension of specie payments by the 
banks in the District of Columbia. 
The SPEAKER said it was not then in order, | 
as the House had already refused this motion. 
_Mr. JARVIS then gave notice that he should 








| Office to $2,000— 
The motion was rejected: Ayes 55, noes 77. 
The question then being taken on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Vance, to deduct from the compen- 
sation now allowed by law to the clerks in the 
Departments of State, Treasury, War, and Navy, 
including those in the General Land Office, at the 


|| rate of 335 per centum per annum, it was re- 
|| jected: Ayes 43, noes 85. 


The question being stated to make a similar 
deduction from all officers of the customs, (25 per 
cent. per annum,) 

Mr. VANCE went intoa comparative statement 
of the number of custom-house officers, and the 
salaries paid them in 1802, with the establishment 
in 1832—the whole number in the former year 
being only 577 officers throughout the United 
States, whilst in 1832 the number was 1,600, 
and of which there was employed in New York 
alone 332, being nearly as many there,and receiv- 
ing as much money as it had cost the whole coun- 
try in the Jeffersonian times. Thirty of these 
officers received salaries in the aggregate amount- 
ing to $80.437, and the 332 in the whole receiving 
$408,791 21 annually. He referred to this, as it 
had been said in the former discussion, that if any 
of these officers could be shown to be too largely 
paid, members would vote fora reduction. Twenty 
individuals he now found received amongst them 
$115,000—which would give to each of these 
$5,000 and upwards; and if this statement did not 
bring to those honorable members a convietion 
that such salaries would bear the reduction he 
sought for by his amendment he knew not what 
else would. Seventy-three others had in the aggre- 
gate $218,054 43 paid them, which he also sup- 


| posed would bear to be reduced. These statementa 
| were to be found in the Blue Book, to which he 


would refer, and in which he found that whilst in 


| 1802 the salaries paid in Boston were $47,454, in 


Philadelphia $56,115 75, and in New York $62,- 
347 45—a total amount of $166,282 92, for these 
three cities; the annual expense in 1832, for 
Boston was $129,234 44, in New York $408,- 
791 28, and in Philadelphia $99,867 57—an aggre- 
gate amount of $637,873 26; leaving an excese 
over that paid formerly of $471,610. He referred 
gentlemen to the Blue Book for the per etual in- 
crease in number and salaries which had accrued. 
This was to be found in the post office and civil 
list, as well as the customs. What he proposed, 
therefore, by his amendment to deduct twenty-five 
per cent. from this establishment, would amount 


OD codec cc eus ste 0994s foe seceeee ee $206,320 90 
From the customs.....ssececcesees 325,000 43 
From the civil list..ceos...+. ecceee 450,139 43 
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Total ..ccccccccccccccqececce $907,320 96 
How much further the reduction would make 
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ite general effects, he would cheerfully leave the | 
disposition of the subject to the pleasure of the | 
House. 

Mr. CAGE said that he was as desirous as any 
person could be to maintain a rigid economy tn 
every department of the Government; but he could - 
not agree that the course now proposed by the 
member from Ohio (Mr. Vance) was the most 
appropriate to effect hia object. it was not true | 
economy to cut down the salaries of individuals so 
low that none but incompetent persons might be 
found to fill up these situauuns of trust. Hecon- 
sidered the best mode would be rather to curtail | 
the number of those employed, than the amount of | 
salaries. 

Mr. BARRINGER proposed to amend the | 
amendment by graduating the sume to be paid to 
the officers as follows, viz: 

The sum to be paid to the collectors, in all, not to | 

OXCOE . ce eccecccccccceesresvcssece - -$3,000 
To surveyors and inspectors ....ee.0+++++ 2,000 
To weighers, agents, and other persons, 

not exceeding, fees included...... eveees 2,000 
Leaving the principle of fees untouched, but put- 
ting limits to the amount of the salaries of these | 
respective officers. 

Mr. B. regretted if this amendmentwould have | 
the effect of embarrassing the bill; but unless there 
was a prospect of getting a select committee raised, | 
to inquire into the whole subject, that thus there 
would be some prospect of a reduction, he would | 
feel compelled to press these amendments. 

Mr. VANCE accepted this, and modified his | 
amendment accordingly. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG assured the honorable | 
member from North Carolina that he should have 
his most cordial vote, whenever such a committee 
of inquiry should be proposed, because he agreed | 
with him, that the most rigid economy in the ex- | 
penditures of the Government was become neces- | 
sary. When formerly on the Committee on Com- | 
merce, the inequality in the salaries of various 
departments was so generally acknowledged, that 
repeated calls had been made on the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, for the time being, for a report from | 
him on these salaries, with a view to having some | 
action on the subject; but it so happened the in- 
formation had not then been presented, or in time 
for the House to have it for this purpose. The | 
inequality and injustice of subordinate officers | 
receiving higher salaries than those in places of | 
trust, was always felt; and he complained that it 
wags rather increased by the acts of 1832 and 1833. | 
He would, however, remark, that in many in- | 
stances where salaries were supposed to be larger 
than they ought to be—for instance, in the case of 
inspectors—they were obliged, from the quantum 
of business they had to dispose of, to employ hands 
at their own expense to helpthem. He would be 
at all times willing to aid in having an inquiry into 
the salaries of custom-house officers, with a view 
to place them on a more equal footing. The mem- | 
ber, from Ohio, who referred to the increased ex- 
penditures in New York, should not forget the vast 
amount of business that was done there, and which 
made the number of officers and the amount paid 
in salaries possibly only commensurate with the 
duties to be performed, and the amount of revenue 
collected in that port. 

Mr. BARRINGER remarked, that if he thought | 


there was any hope of having a committee of in- | 
vestigation raised, he should be glad to try it; he | 
would give notice of a motion to raise a committee | 
to reduce as well as to equalize the salaries, to- | 
morrow morning. 

Mr. PARKER was opposed to the amendment, | 
as out of place in bills making appropriations, | 
although he agreed there was much inequality, | 
&c., in the duties and payments to various officers. | 
The reduction, he admitted, was a good thing in 
itself; but the difficulty was, to find a good place | 
to do a good thing; not that he complained there | 
was such an excess at present over that of 1802as | 
to warrant a sweeping reduction; for he would un- | 
dertake to say, that if the number of officers, &c., | 
as siated by the member from Ohio, was deemed || 
necessary for the duties to be performed at that 
time, the present increase of business would, if in 
the same ratio, make two thousand five hundred 
officers, instead of sixteen hundred, necessary. 
New York now collected more than half the reve- 





he had not precisely ascertained—but having stated | 


nue of the country, and if there was a comparative 


statement gone into of the number employed there, 
and the number employed in all the other parts of 
the United States, it would be found below a pro- 
portionatenumber. He adverted, at somelength, 
to the great expenses to which public officers were 
subject; to the trifling benefit the Postmaster gen- 
erally enjoyed from their salaries; and contended 
that a sufficient number ought to be employed, so 
as that their duties could be properly performed. 
At a proper time he avowed he was in favor of a 


general system of economy, and should be now in || 


favor of the proposition for the reduction of the 
pay to members. 

Mr. REED said he felt gratified in observing 
that there was a general disposition apparent in 
the discussion to reduce and equalize the salaries 
of all their public officers. The great inequality 
that arose in them, he considered, was owing to 
the system which was commenced of paying them 
from fees. The great cities, now absorbing the 


great proportion of the business of the country, | 


the fees increased there, while they decreased so 
much in the outposts, that many of the officers 
had scarcely anything to depend on, although it 
is absolutely necessary they should be maintained 


| at these places, or the country would be inundated 


with smugglers. He wished the member from 
New Jersey (Mr. Parker] would show him, how- 
ever, when a good place was to be found to do 
what he acknowledged was a good thing. He 
had been for five years looking tor it. Hedid not 


| augur any good to arise from the action of any 


committee, considering the Secretary of the Treas- 


| ury, who had the regulation and eontrol of these 


officers, to be the most competent person to report 
their state, if not to redress the grievances felt from 
the present system. 

Mr. LOVE regretted he must differ, on this 
occasion, from those with whom he usually felt 
pleasure in voting; but he could not either agree 
that this was a proper bill to introduce any reduc- 
tion, or that the salaries were shown to be too 
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use which was made of it; yet he hoped the time 
| was not now far distant when the country would 
have their eyes opened, as he acknowledged hig 
| was, to the measures of the Administration, who 
had rode upon the cry of reform into their present 
| high places, and they would take care how their 
credulity would be a second time practised upon. 
They would enforce upon the Government the 
| same policy which was necessary to be observed 
by individuals, and thus keep their expenditure 
| within their income, or they could not get along. 
Mr. FILLMORE insisted that, as the measures 
of the Government had the effect of raising the 
| value of money, whilst, on the opposite side, the 
| depreciated the means of subsistence, it was only 
| acting justiy to the people from whom these eala- 
| ries were derived, to place them on a similar foot- 
ing, in these points, with themselves; and he con- 
| tended that if three dollars could now purchase 
| those articles which formerly it would have taken 
four to do, the salaries of their public officers, with 
| the reduction now contemplated by the amend- 
| ment, would be practically as high as they had 
| been. The objection as to the time of making 
| these reductions, did not appear to him to be so 
| essentially important when the necessity of doin 
| 80 was 80 generally conceded. He found that there 
| were propositions in the bill granting increased 
| compensations. If it was proper, then, in the es- 
| timation of the committee, thus to alter the salaries 
| for offices fixed by law, he could not see the force 
| of any objection to their reducing the amount. 
| He referred to the salaries paid in the Siate of 
| New York as instances how much more econom- 
| ically the highest offices in that State were filled in 
| comparison with those under the General Govern- 
| ment; from which he inferred that, as these offices 
| were all well filled, and the appointments to them 
not only not objected to, but sought for, on the 
score of emolument, by the most competent men 
in the State, one or the other of the rates of pay- 
|ing for public services may be unjust. Mr. F. 
| referred to the fact that the judges of the Supreme 


large for the duties to be performed. He well re- || Court in New York receive but $2,000a year. He 


membered what was formerly said as to the subject 
of reform and retrenchment; but he considered that 
all that was said was merely pretence, and for the 
object of putting down one Administration to build 
up another. If the motive for all this was, in his 
opinion, bad then, it was equally bad now, and he 
would not, for any object, now consent to follow a 
nopreniess practice, which was always, to him, 
objectionable. Hecontended that the services of 
good public officers were only to be attained by 
the nation paying them on a scale commensurate 
with the duties and trusts reposed in them for faith- 
ful performance; and he did not desire to have 
such a class of officers employed in any depart- 
ment, who could not shut one eye and ea the 
other open; he wanted to have none who would 
blink or wink at any iniquities. The bad effects 
of reducing improperly the salaries of official per- 
sonages was strikingly exemplified in Kentucky, 
when ina time of great party excitement the sala- 
ries to their State judges was so reduced that the 
administration of justice had fallen into incompe- 
tent hands, for no lawyer of any standing in his 
profession cotild be now found to give up his emol- 
uments for the pittance afforded tothe bench. He 
could not agree that the public desired the pay of 
the members to be reduced, for he believed that 
there would not bea person who would say that the 
member voting such a reduction did so from any 
other motive but the hope to create effect at home. 
In this, members, he thought, would find them- 
selves mistaken. The people knew their own 
interest, and they desired to see their public officers 
well paid. He desired to see the inequality com- 
plained of remedied, but he could not therefore 
consemt to revive the old cry of retrenchment, for 
he considered the best reform would be had by 
employing good men; and if the clerks did not do 
enough of service for the money they received, this 
could be better remedied by increasing the time at 
which they should labor, than in reducing the 
amount of their salaries. 

Mr. CHILTON defended the motives with 
which he had originally introduced the resolution 
for retrenchment, alluded to by the gentleman, and 
said that although no person could feel more regret 
than he did at the result which the resolution pro- 
duced, none felt more than he did the perverted 











| desired to have a reduction now, instead of waiting 
the result of an inquiry, for another reason. It 
| would become the interest of those whose salaries 
| were reduced, and which they could never do in 
| any other case, to come forward and oppose the 
| effects upon them, and in this way only could they 
| expect that any inquiry could be promoted with 
_any hope of a good result. For these reasons, 
| then, although he would have preferred making 
the reduction in any other shape than by the 
| present appropriation, yet, it was clearly their 
| duty that they should be made. He would vote 
| for the amendment. 
Mr. McKINLEY had hoped that the bill would 
| have been got through without the lengthened dis- 
| cussion which now seemed soinevitable. Itseemed 
to him that the great object which honorable mem- 
| bers aimed at—reduction in the salaries of the 
| officers—could not be effected in the way which 
they proposed. The offices themselves having 
been fixed by law with certain salaries, they could 
not be reduced without repealing the law which 
created them. He said thatif the people were to 


be relieved, it must be by a reduction of the taxes. 
Would the reduction of salaries effect that object? 
If the suffering complained of was produced by 
the state of the currency, does not every citizen 
suffer? Are not expenses as high now as they 
ever were? Which of the boarding-houses of this 
city are cheaper than they were formerly? If he 
understood the object of gentlemen, it was not to 
relieve the people, but to punish the office-holders. 
What agency have the officers of the Government 
had in producing the evils complained of? What 
had the clerks done? Had the officers in the 
customs in New York any oneney is producing 
distress, if it had been produced? The individual 
who was said to be the prime mover of this mis- 
chief, could not be reached by the pro sed meas- 
ure. Then you attempt to punish the innocent, 
not the guilty. Is this justice? It is said that 
five or six years ago,a scheme of reform was 
devised for political effect, and it failed. Why did 
it fail? Because it was ascertained that the Gov- 
ernment could only be administered in the same 
manner in which it had been formerly. He thought 
this subject had consumed time enough in the com- 
mittee. It was the last of all subjects which gentle- 
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men could handle successfully for political effect, 
He was not to judge for others; but this was the 
last mode which he would resort to for political 
effect. He hoped we should now go into the 
House with the bill. Here, so far as he was con- 


|aeerding to his original contract with her? 
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ten or twelve dollars a week, or whatever it was 


if 
he, from the considerations he here urges, should 


cerned, he would cheerfully assent to the yeasand | feel disposed ultimately to exact from her an abate- 


nays on each item in theamendment. But no one 
had a right to give a pledge for others. In answer 
to the repeated demand upon the chairman of the 
committee for a promise to permit the yeas and 
nays to be taken in the House, he would say that 
no one should give pledges for him. Representin 
an independent people, he could not, he woul 
not, suffer any one to pledge him to any particu- 
lar course. : gah 
Mr. HORACE EVERETT said, that if time 
could be well spent upon any subject it was upon 
the appropriation bill. He was aware that the 
subject of reform and retrenchment had fallen into 


| ment of her price, | would, in justice to her, ad- 
| vise him to accompany her to market on one of 
| these calm and delightful mornings, (and if she is 
| pretty, [ am sure, from my colleague’s known gal- 


|| lantry, it will give him great pleasure to do so,) | 
|,and see her pay from four to six York shillings 


for a pair of chickens, and from three to four shil- 
| lings per pound for butter, and for every other 
article in the same proportion, and then let him 
determine whether a dollar will go so much farther 


| now than it would before the panic-makers began 
|| their mischievous business. 
|| refer to the prices current in the late New York 


He would further 
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Had his colleague’s landlady become conacience- | ries now are not the boast of New York. Asevi- 
smitten, so as to reduce her price of board below | 


dence that these salaries were generally regarded 


| as inadequate by most of the reflecting men of that 
State, he need only mention the fact, that within 


_ the last six years, a court of common pleas hed 
| been created by law for the city of New York, 
| with three judges, who, with the perquisites alluw- 
ed them, received over $3,000 a year. !t was in 
no spirit of pride that he mentioned this gross 
inconsistency. 
But the ethics of his coll e appeared to him 
(Mr. V.) at least dubious. e says that some 
| Salaries are not too high, but that others are; that 
| we shail never cecure the necessary information as 
| to those that are too large, till we make one sweep- 
ing and indiscriminate reduction; that then, and 
not till then, the secret will be let out. Sir, ia this 
just—is it moral? It is proposed to do injustice 


| to the meritorious, in order to ferret out those who 
| receive too much. This, sir, is like punishing the 
| innocent in order to detect the guilty; and com- 
| ports well with the principles and policy of those 
|| gentlemen who would refuse to give a reasonable 


disrepute, on account of the failure of former || papers for proof that the prices of many products 
attempts to render it a political hobby. But this | had not fallen; and he would particularly refer him 
would not deter him from voting for the proposi- | to an extract from a paper, so orthodox now, in 
tion. He should vote for the reduction on the || the estimation of his colleague, that he would not, 
ground that money is worth much more at the | he was sure, dispute its accuracy as to matters of || compensation to other officers of the Government, 
present time than before. At the commencement || this sort. He referred to the New York Courier || merely because the Constitution had prohibited 
of the seesion he would not have considered the | and Enquirer,,as containing abundant evidence || them from increasing their own pay. It strikes 
present salaries as too large, but those salaries | that stocks and produce, of almost every descrip- || me, indeed, sir, that the argument drawn from 
were now enhanced by the increased value of || tion, had lately very much advanced in price. || New York is an unimportant one for. the gentle- 
money at least twenty-five percent. Every one || There was no evidence of the fact that a dollar || man, and that the one based upon the alleged 
would see that it was idle to send this subject toa | would command much more now than it did six | reduction of prices in the expenses of living is 
committee for a report, at this stage of the ses- || months ago. For his part, he (Mr. V.) had had || equally unavailable, because it is not supported by 
sion. | but sorry evidence or experience of this alleged | 
Some gentlemen had remarked that if we wished || diminution of prices. On his way to this city, |, 
to relieve the people we must reduce the taxes. || last fall, he gave five dollars fora hat; now he had 
But there was no expectation that the revenue || had the good luck to pay six dollars for the same || sition to reduce salaries. 
would be too large for the wants of the Govern- || kind of article. Let the gentleman go tohistailor || Mr. POLK rose to implore the House to proceed 
ment; and, on the contrary, it was his belief that || and see whether his prices are reduced. In the || with the bill. This was the annual appropriation 
the Committee of Ways and Means would be || little intercourse which he (Mr, V.) had lately had || bill, one which was seldom delayed, even in times 
under the necessity of proposing an increase of the || with the craft, he had not found that they were | of high party excitement, by a general discussion. 
tariff in order to raise a sufficient revenue. more merciful now than formerly. If he might \| This was the fourth day on which this bill had 
Mr. GALBRAITH opposed the proposition, || be permitted to use an expression which the news- || been discussed, and we had got no further than 
and pointed out the inequality and injustice of the || papers had often represented him as being very || the fourth clause of it, when we were met by a 
operation of the rule of reduction proposed. The || partial to, he would say that this cry about the || proposition to reduce all salaries from the sums 
reduction of prices on which the revenue was || reduction of prices in the articles of living was all || fixed by law. 
founded, he entirely denied. Flour was seven || ‘‘a humbug.’’ ‘ ; Mr. CHILTON ALLAN spoke in reference to 
dollars a barrel when we came here, and it is,|| His colleague had drawn a portion of his argu- || the revenue of the country, which, he said, would 
seven dollars now. He was very willing to con- || mentfrom New York. ‘T'wothousand dollars, he || suffer from the failure of the banks in which the 
sent to an investigation by a committee, of the || said, was the salary of a judge in that State; and || public money was deposited. The Government 
facts in regard to the sufficiency of the different || that, he said, was enough in all conscience; but || (he said) had lost $100,000 by the failures of four 
salaries, but he would not agree to vote for a || the gentleman had remembered to forget to state || banks within sight of the Capitol. 
sweeping proposition as an amendment to another |, how much the judges received under the old con- || Mr. POLK here interrupted the gentleman from 
bill. | stitution, in the days of our Kents, our Thomp- || Kentucky, by asking him what authority he had 
Mr. HARDIN said, that it had been objected || sons, and our Spencers. Judicial salaries were | for his assertion. Would the gentleman permit 
to the reduction proposed that it was a breach“of || then sometimes as high in New York as $4,500; | the member from Maine to introduce the resolu- 
faith not to appropriate money for a salary which || but a reform took place, and the old judges were | tion which he proposed this morning, for an 
was fixed bylaw. This objection would be avoid- || removed by the new constitution. Light circuit || inquiry into the causes of the failure of these 
ed by adding to the bill a clause repealing all acts | judges were appointed, with salaries of only 1,250 || District banks? and whether they stopped pay- 
and parts of acts heretofore passed on the subject. | a year. The chancellor and judges of the supreme || ment involuntarily or purposely, and from contri- 
But there was a more ferious objection with him. || court received but $2,000. eputable and compe- || vance. * 
He had voted against the allowance of two thou- || tent men, to be sure, took these offices; but it was Mr. C. ALLAN said the question was an ex- 
sand dollars to Doctor Beaumont and against the || with the expectation, at that time generally enter- || traordinary one. When our money was scattered 
appropriation of fourteen hundred dollars for an || tained, that the Legislature of New York would || about in irresponsible State banks, what means had 
extra clerk in the State Department, for the rea- || soon increase this very inadequate, he would || we of ascertaining how much of our money was 
son chiefly that he was opposed to the introduction || almost say petit larceny,compensation. The Sen- || lost? He had spoken from mere rumor. But he 
of any extraneous matters into an appropriation || ate, year after year, with a promptness that did || would say that the public money was in unsafe st 
bill. But he was not entirely satisfied that the || them honor, had passed a bill to increase these | hands, and he here pledged himself, in the face of 
salaries ought to be reduced. Some of them ought, || judicial salaries, but it always failed in the lower || the House and the nation, to prove that the banks 
perhaps, and he would not, without further exami- || House; and sometimes gentlemen had been mag- || selected as the depositories of the Government 
nation, tell which. He was, besides, opposed to || nanimous enough to vote against it on theground || could not now honor the draft of the Government 
the principle of raising or reducing salaries accord- || that one of the judges of the supreme court, and || for the amount of money held by them. He chal- 
ing to the fluctuations of the currency. It was || one of the circuit judges had been members of the || lenged gentlemen to give him a committee and let 
true that the minority could not originate any || convention, and had advocated the clause in the || him try the fact, instead of taunting him with a 
proposition, as in each committee they had but || constitution of that State, restricting the compen- || petty question as to what motives a bank had in 
two, or at most three members. But he would || sation of members of the Legislature to three dol- || stopping en: 
not break through the established rules onaccount || lars per day! His colleague, (with whom Mr. || Mr. POLK said, if he understood the gentle- 
of the peculiar organization of the House. As to || V. was proud to say he had served in the Legis- || man rightly, he had at first made his assertion in 
the revenue which had been spoken of, there would He had asked the gen- 





fact. 
Mr. FILLMORE spokein reply to his colleague, 
|| (Mr. Vanperroet,| and in support of the propo- 

















be no surplus by the remission of which we could 
relieve the people. We had now an unavailable 
fund of 450,000 dollars, to which we might add 
50,000 more from the failure of banks in this Dis- 
trict, and by December next, 500,000 dollars more 
by the failure of other banks to pay every officer 
of the Government amply and sufficiently. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL remarked that his col- 
league (Mr. Fittmore] had urged his support of 
this proposition on the ground that a reduction 
had taken place in all the expensesof living. But 
was it true that any such reduction had taken 
place? Was it true that money had lately so 
much increased in value, and every article of com- 
fort or luxury depreciated in the same proportion? 





lature of his native State,) and the ory to which | an unqualified manner. 


his honorable colleague belonged, had uniformly 
opposed the increase of judicial salaries, and gen- 
erally based their opposition upon the broad ground 
of principle, which was found in the unfortunate 
speeches of the aforesaid judges. Mr. V. did not 
mean to question the disinterestedness or patriotism 
of such opposition. The result of this policy had 
been injurious to the interests of that great State, 
which he had the honor in 
chancellor had been driven 
where he ought to reside, into the country, where 
he is now to be sought for by those who had 
business with him, at great expense and loss of 


time. 
Be assured, Mr. Chairman, that our judicial sala- 


|| fact. 


mg to represent. Its | 
y it from the capital, 


tleman for his authority, because he did not wish 
to permit the assertion to go out to the publicasa 
It now appeared that ihe gentleman’s siatc- 
ment was founded on conjectures about as solid as 
‘the statements made elsewhere on the same sub- 
ject. Not one of the banks selected by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had failed. Some banks in 
this District had failed voluntarily, purposely, and 
with the view of operating here and elsewhere. 
There was a small deposite in the Bank of Alex- 
andria, not one dollar of which will be Jost, as it 
was well secured. But the Bank of Alexandria 
was not a deposite bank selected by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. Since the year 1787 there had 
‘ been a small deposite left there. 
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the Bank of Alexandria, and how it was secured; | 


also, whether there were not Government depos- || 
ites in the other banks which had stopped pay- || 


ment. 

Mr. POLK replied, that the sum was $20,000; | 
the nature of the security taken he did not know. || 
The Secretary had made no deposites in any of | 
the other banks. What deposites the disbursing | 
officers might have made he did not know. But | 
the effect of the explosion of these little concerns 
was a matter of after consideration. The gentle- | 
man had gone out of the question before the 
House, and indulged in a discussion of matters 
foreign to the question, An extraordinary attempt 
was making to embarrass this bill. If it was the 
purpose of gentlemen to defeat by delaying the 
passage of the bill, let them avow it, and we shail | 
then know how to meet them. If the object isto | 
perfect the bill, that is another thing. He hoped 
the House would proceed with the bill with an 
earnestness indicative of an intention of going 
through with it. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, that the character | 
of a Representative here was of some importance. 
He wished to know whether the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Avuan] staked his character as a || 
Representative on common rumor; and, if not, 
what authority he had for the assertion that he 
could prove that one or more, or all of the selected 
banke were unable to pay their deposites at this | 
time. 

After some remarks from Mr. HARDIN, 

Mr. ALLAN replied, that if the House would 
give him a fair committee, an unpacked jury, he 
would prove to the nation that the banks which 
hold the public money were unable to repay it. 
Let it be tried, and before to-morrow he would 
prove it. But he did notacknowledge the right of 
the gentleman to interrogate him as to the founda- 
tion which he had for this charge. It was for the 
gentleman to say whether he would permit the | 
trial. Let him give me a fair committee, and if I 
do not redeem my pledge, then I willagree tocome | 
under the censure of this House. He made the | 
assertion on his own responsibility, and on his || 
own information. 

After some remarks from Mr. DENNY, 

Mr. WILLIAMS intimated a desire to speak | 
upon the question, but being unable from exhaus- | 
tion to proceed now, he moved that the committee | 
rise. Lost, 79 to 82. 

After a few further remarks from Mr. BEARDS- 
LEY and Mr. ALLAN, 

Mr. GILMER said it was evident that the 
House was not now in a temper to decide this 
question, and he therefore moved that the commit- | 
tee rise. Agreed to. 

The committee rose and reported progress; and | 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Famar, April 18, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- | 
nication from the Governor of Pennsylvania, trans- || 
mitting resolutions of the Legislature of that State, || 
in favor of the speedy establishment by Congress | 
of a uniform standard of weights and measures. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. KENT presented a memorial from inhabit- || 
ants of Prince George’s county, Maryland, pray- || 
ing a restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the |, 
United States, and a recharter to that institution; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE presented additional documents 
relative to the heirs of Major General Lord Stirling; 
which, on his motion, were ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the committee who have charge of | 
the memorial. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Archi- || 
bald W. Hamilton; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr.WRIGHT presented memorials from Pitts- || 
ford, Monroe county, New York; Seneca Falls, 
Seneca county, New York; Rockland county, 
New York; and Rensselaer county, New York, | 

inst the restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States and the recharter of that || 
corporation. 


Mr. ALLAN asked what sum was deposited in | On motion of Mr. EWING the memorials were 


laid upon the table. 
BILLS. 


The bill for the relief of Elijah Simmonds was 
read a first time, and committed. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
officers and crew of the private-armed vessel Fox. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private || 
Land Claims, reported a bill relative to the loca- | 
, tion of lands in the State of Missouri. 
Mr. WILKINS gave notice that immediately || 


after the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Lereu] had 


concluded his remarks to-day that he should move | 


the Senate to go into executive business upon a 
subject involving our foreign relations. 


On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, it was | 


ordered that when the Senate adjourned, it should 
stand adjourned until Monday next. 
The Senate then proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDER, 


being Mr. Pornpexter’s motion that the protest 
of the President upon the resolutions of the Senate 
be not received. 

Mr. LEIGH rose and said he was quite sure 
that this document was not altogether unexpected 
here. He was prepared to expect a public decla- 
ration of war shortly ensuing the passage of the 


|, resolutions alluded to. Here it was, and he was 
free to admit that it had nothing in its language, | 


which had been described as moderate and tem- 
perate, that offended him. It was moderate and 
temperate in the sense in which those phrases were 


good or evil, it was not his design to inquire. 
that would be the inevitable saiutauiees of = 
taining this appeal to the people; and if it was not 
sustained, it would be followed by another conse. 
| quence far more important in the eyes of the Presi. 
| dent himself; his popularity will be proven to be 
| unequal to his enterprise; and the Constitution 
| will not only remain unimpaired, but its form and 
|| substance will be preserved. But Mr. L. would 
|| give the President’s design in his own language 
_ in the protest be says: F 
| ** But if the Senate havea right to interfere with 
|| ‘the Executive powers, they have also the right 
| *to make that interference effective; and if the as- 
'| £sertion of the power implied in the resolution be 
‘silently acquiesced in, we may reasonably appre- 
|| *hend that it will be followed, at some future day 
'| *by an attempt at actual enforcement.”’ ; 
The Senate may refuse; but if we fail to con- 
| firm his proper nominations, thatis, all his nomi- 
nations—and fail we surely shall, if some of the 
rumored nominations shall be made—then comes 
the denunciation against the Senate, that we have 
been interfering with the Executive powers. But 
again the President says: 
|| **If the censures of the Senate be submitted to 
} ‘ by the President, the confidence of the people in 
|| * his ability and virtue, and the character and use- 
|| § fulness of his Administration, will soon be at an 
|| ©end, and the real power of the Government will 
|| © fall into the hands of a body, holding their offices 
|| for long terms, not elected by the people, and not 
‘to them directly responsible. if, on the other 
_ ‘hand, the illegal censures of the Senate should be 
| ‘resisted by the President, collisions and angry 
‘ controversies might ensue, discreditable in their 








| appeared properly to belong to the subject. 


| direct appeal to the people for the trial of the Senate 


| Senate of the United States. And from what 


applied in modern declarations of war. It was | ‘progress, and in the end compelling the people 


not the usual course of nations at this day to use || ‘to adopt the conclusion, either that their Chief 
abusive language in waging war against each | * Magistrate was unworthy of their respect, or 
other. It was the character of the paper, the ac- | ‘that the Senate was chargeable with calumny 
tual design, the plain, manifest object of it, which | ‘and injustice. Either of these results would im- 
raised feelings of indignation in his breast, but || ‘pair public confidence in the perfection of the 


| which he carefully endeavored to suppress. He | system, and lead to serious alterations in its 


could not wander with the gentleman from Ala- || ‘framework, or to the practical abandonment of 
bama [Mr. Kine] in good humor, which charac- || ‘some of its provisions.”’ 

terized his remarks, among the ruins of the Con- || First, his weight, and influence, and the popu- 
stitution, nor yet approach the subject with the | larity of his Administration put in the one scale, 





| feelings of wo which seemed to possess the gentle- || and in the other the Constitution of the United 


man from Maine, (Mr. Spracve.] But he desired | States and its very existence. More—he indi- 
to enter into a grave, calm consideration of the || cates to us that these consequences will either im- 
question, and to use those arguments only which | pair confidence in the system, or lead to a practi- 
| cal abandonment of some of its provisions. What 
| provisions? He meansa practical abandonment 





hat was the character of the act, its design, 


and its object? The gentleman from Missouri || of the constitution of this Senate. Let the people 


[Mr. Benton] said, yesterday—and he was mani- || judge from this appeal which party is right. But 


_festly apprized of the contents of the paper, || if they are to have these pernicious effects, why 


because he was prepared with authorities and | has the President sought them? for he hassought 


| references for remarks upon it, which hecould not || them. Now, when the Government is formed, 


have had, if he had not been fully aware of its || the people act through their constitutional author- 
approach—that gentleman said that it was an ap- || ities; and when one member of those authorities 


"peal to the American people against the Senate of || appeals to the people against another, the appeal 


the United States. As Mr. L. contended that it | is of a revolutionary character, and revolutionary 


_ was the first instance of the kind ever known in || in its effects, and it is made, too, in expectation 
the history of any free Government. It was a || that the people will take sides with one or the other 


ctap | party, and alter or abolish the form of Govern- 
for its life or death. It was an appeal, in a quar- | ment entirely. And to make this appeal, the 
rel causelessly raised by the President, in which || President has sought a quarrel with this body. 
he proposes a trial between his popularity and the | After a debate of three or four months, the Senate 
constitutional powers, rights, and authority of the |, came to a resolution, which has acquired the sin- 

of | gular denunciation of the Executive. And by his 
motive did it all spring? From that passion for || reading of it, he is guilty of a wilful violation of 
conquest and arbitrary power, which, through his || both the Constitution and laws. Mr. L. thought 
whole life, had been his constant characteristic. || the resolution was worded by his colleague, [Mr. 
He had conquered the Bank of the United States— | TyLer;] but, upon examination, the Senate would 








that monster lay dead at his feet; and the next || see how cautiously it had asserted that the Presi- 


object, suitable for his attack, was this Senate, and dent had assumed upon himself authority and 
when this body should be conquered, there would || — not warranted by the Constitution and laws, 
be nothing more left worthy the hostility of this || but in derogation of both, meaning that the force 


greatest captain of modern times, except the Con- || and effect of both was impaired. And how does 


| stitution of the United States, which the people || the President make out that it is a criminal charge 


thought he would preserve, protect, and defend. || against him? He says: 

And he (Mr. L.) predicted that if the people sus- ‘** That the resolution does not expressly allege 
tained him in this, the next thing we should hear || ‘that the assumption of power and authority, 
would be a proposition to reduce the term of ser- || ‘ which it condemns, was intentional and corrupt, 


| vice of the Senate, and subject them to the recall || ‘is no answer to the preceding view of its charac- 


of the State Legislatures, at their pleasure. He || ‘ ter and effect. The act thus condemned neces- 


would not inquire into the pernicious or beneficial || ‘ sarily implies volition and design in the individual 


effects of such an amendment, but it would take ‘to whom it is imputed; and being unlawful in its 
—- the only balance against sudden excitement || ‘character, the legal conclusion is, that it was 
in the popular branch of the Legislature, as it || ‘ prompted by — motives, and committed 


would against the encroachments of the executive | ‘ with an unlawful intent. The charge is not of 


‘department. Whether this change would be for |! ‘a mistake in the exercise of supposed powers, 





Se 


1834. 


‘but of the assumption of powers not conferred || judicially. Sir, (said Mr. L.,) have you not heard ‘dent, responsible to him, and removable at his 
* by the Constitution and laws, but in derogation || of resolutions being introduced into the British | ‘will, , 
‘of both; and nothing is suggested to excuse or || House of Commons, declaring a principle on which ** Public money is but a species of public pro- 
* palliate the turpitude of the act. In the absence || no legislative action took place, or was intended? | ‘perty. It cannot be raised by taxation or cus- 
‘of any such excuse or palliation, there is only | If the President figured in the Revolution, as he | ‘toms, nor brought into the Treasury in any other 
‘room for one inference, and that is, that the | says ina part of this paper, Mr. L. hoped he had | ‘ way, exeept by law; but whenever or howsoever 
‘intent was unlawful and corrupt. Besides, the | read the history of those times, and if he did, he | ‘ obtained, its custody always has been, and always 
‘resolution not only contains no mitigating sug- | would remember Lord Dunning’s resolution in the || ‘ must be, unless the Constitution be changed, in- 
‘gestion, but, on the contrary, it holds up the act | House of Commons, on which Lord North's || ‘ trusted to the executive department. No officer 
‘complained of as justly chacwions to censure | administration was first defeated, and the power || ‘ can be created by Congress for the purpose of 
‘and reprobation; and thus as distinctly stamps | of the Crown diminished. Did George the Third | ‘ taking charge of it, whose appointment would 
‘it with impurity of motives, as if the strongest | then send a message complaining of that act as | ‘ not, by the Constitution, at once devolve on the 
‘epithets had been used.’’ unconstitutional? Mr. L. supposed every man || ‘ President, and who would not be responsible to 
Now, wherever a criminal charge was laid, a ] who had read anything had read Junius’s letters. |‘ him for the faithful performance of his duties. 
criminal intent was necessary; but in the absence | In the year 1769, durin 


the second year of the || ‘ The legislative power may undoubtedly bind him 
of a criminal intent, the President says, that it is || administration of Lord Chatham,a resolution was || ‘ and the President, by any laws they may think 


an arraignment of him for a crime; and how does | passed by the House of Lords declaring that the | ‘ proper to enact; they may prescribe in what place 
he make it? Believing himself infallible as a con- || Crown possessed no right to suspend any law of | ‘ particular portions of the public money shall be 
stitutional judge, it is not possible that he could || the land. Was this legislative action, or designed | ‘ kept, and for what reason it shall be removed, as 
have transgressed the Constitution and laws. Sir, || as the foundation for it? And yet did George the | ‘they may direct that supplies for the army or 
(said Mr. L.,) are not opinions daily given here |, Third complain that the House of Lords had || ‘ navy shall be kept in particular stores; and it will 
by Senators in their places of other gentlemen || transcended its duty, and assumed an unconstitu- || ‘ be the duty of the President to see that the law 
sustaining unconstitutional acts, and are they not | tional power, by declaring his proclamation to be || ‘ is faithfully executed—yet will the custody re- 
retorted upon as being perfectly constitutional? || illegal? No, sir. Did -William Pitt, the proudest || ‘ main in the executive department of the Govern- 
And yet, is there any charge of wilful violation? || minister that ever England had, go before his || ‘ment. Were the Congress to assume, with or 
None, sir, none. No one but the President of || country and appeal to the people of England || ‘ without a legislative act, the power of appointing 
the United States would think that a charge of a | against the House of Lords, and complain that || ‘ officers independently of the President, to take 
violation of the Constitution was a charge of wilful || the House of Lords had condemned him in vio- || ‘ the charge and custody of the public property. 
violation. Tosatisfy him, there is but one example || lation of the Constitution of his country? Did || ‘ contained in the military and naval arsenals, ma 

in the world which this Senate could have pursued; || it alarm his pride? No, sir,no. No man but | ‘ azines, and store-houses, it is believed that suc 

and that is, a certain-collared editor, who thinks || Andrew Jackson ever thought of such a thing. || ‘an act would be regarded by all as a palpable 
this act unconstitutional, but qualifies it by saying || Mr. L. said he had no enmity against the Presi- || ‘ usurpation of executive power, subversive of the 
that the President acted from the purest and most || dent. On the contrary, he wished his administra- || ‘ form as well as the fundamental principles of our 
patriotic motives, and therefore, the measure was || tion to beas successful as his best friends expected || ‘Government. But where is the difference in prin- 


to be supported. || it to be. But he had a presumption which no | ‘ciple, whether the public property be in the form 
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There is another thing in this most extraordi- 
nary message. The appeal to the people is not 
only for what the Senate has done, but for what | 
it has not done—for a resolution which was pro- | 
posed here, but which was not passed. The 
protest says: 


‘*Sull farther to exemplify this feature of the || 


‘ proceeding, it is important to be remarked, that 
‘ the resolution, as originally offered to the Senate, | 
*‘ specified, with adequate precision, certain acts of | 
‘the President, which it denounced as a violation 
‘of the Constitution and laws; and that it was | 
* not until the very close of the debate, and when, 
‘perhaps, it was apprehended that a majority 
‘ might not sustain the specific accusation contained 
‘in it, that the resolution was so modified as to 
‘assume its present form. A more striking illus- 
‘tration of the soundness and necessity of the 
‘rules which forbid vague and indefinite gener- 
*alities, and require a reasonable certainty in all 
§ judicial allegations, and a more glaring instance 
‘of the violation of those rules, has seldom been 
* exhibited.’”’ 


Now Mr. L. humbly supposed that any think- || 


| r 


ing man, much more a charitable, pious man, as || 


the President would have us believe him to be, 
would give us credit for not adopting the resolu- 
tion as originally shaped, and charge us only with 
the resolution which we did adopt. But this was | 
brought in to bear in this great appeal to the people | 
of the United States. What was the character of | 
this singular document? The Senate has no right | 





to express an opinion of the unconstitutionality of || 


the President’s conduct, but he has the right to | 
make the same charge against us. He lectures us 
and rebukes us, and undertakes to hint to us that | 
our powers will soon be assailed, and that he will | 
put the Constitution of the United States on the 
issue which he has sought. These are his preten- | 
sions, and not only these, but he’ claims a super- 


at this, with the control of the Army and Navy, 


he claims an Executive control over our proceed- | 


ings here, and that he is to judge, not we, when | 
we are within the pale of our constitutional duty. 
But another thing. The President is of opinion 
that when the resolution is not coupled with the | 
intent to found some legislative act upon it, that it 
is unconstitutional; and that hereafter, when reso- 


' 
! 


| 





\ || contained in it be not warranted by the 
visory control overthe Treasury, and,notstopping | 


| 


| is pleased to call reasons for the removal of the 
| deposites; and the first of these resolutions con- 


|| mortal man had ever before been cursed with, | 


| 
| 


| *of arms, munitions of war, and supplies, or in 
which no monarch since the days of King Henry || 
| the Eighth ever claimed before. | 


‘gold and silver, or bank notes? None can be 
‘ perceived—none is believed to exist. Congress 


Sir, (said Mr. L.,) was there no necessity for 1 * cannot, therefore, take out of the hands of the 


the passage of this resolution, or rather was there 
not a palpable necessity for it? Remember the his- 


| © executive department the custody of the public 


‘property or money, without an assumption of 


tory out of which these extraordinary transactions || ‘executive power, and a subversion of the first 
had grown. The President published a paper, | ‘ principles of the Constitution.” 


which he read to his Cabinet as the reasons for re- | 


This was the principle upon which these pro- 


moving the public deposites from the Bank of the | ceedings were founded, and which we think are 


United States, and said that the measure was done | not warranted by the Constitution. 


upon his own responsibility; that the measure 


itself was his own; and then comes his Secretary } 


of the Treasury, who assigns a series of what he | 
demns those reasons as unsatisfactory and insuf- | 
ficient. But over and above the reasons which 


| balance his prerogative, and depend upon the result 


Sir, no one 
has the custody of the public money. It has been 
dispersed abroad; and lettwo-thirds of both Houses 
of Congress, or let a unanimous vote of both 
Houses, declare that the control of the public 
money properly belongs to Congress, and still the 
President will appeal to the peopie and put in the 


the Secretary gave stood the other reason, that the || of the decision, with the same confidence of success 


President ordered the Secretary to remove the de- 
posites; and that, Mr. L. ventured to say, was the 


dared to do this deed, or if the President of the 


United States should now remove his hand from | 


his support for having done the deed, such a tor- 


‘| he now does. 
|, covered his right to hold the custody of the public 
sole reason for the act; for if Roger B. Taney had || treasure ? 


| 


Butewhere has the President dis- 


Look to the enumerated powers in the 


Constitution, and seeif you can find it. Notatall. 
| The very highest powers under the Government 
| are claimed for him, and the most trivial precedents 


rent of indignation and obloquy as would fall on || are adduced to sustain him, powers which, if yield- 
his head, from all parts of this wide-spread nation, || ed, will destroy the just balance of the Constitu- 


the unhappy White himself never suffered. The | tion, if we do not stand by and sustain it. 


Now, 


President had given the order, and therefore this || the President claims the power of removal of every 


not. But why did he infer hostility from our lan- | 
guage? If it could be interpreted as hostile, what | 
would the world infer from his hostility and the 


| House was bound to say whether he was right or | marshal of every court of the United States; and 
|| if he possesses it, may he not compel or retard the 


execution of process issuing from those courts at 
his own will and pleasure? There never was so 


language he daily held in hishouse? Does he infer | enormous a stretch of executive power claimed in 


that our whole object was to put him down and 
put up another in his place? If he did, Mr. L. 


in others, 
true, and let us see if an avowal of the 
onstitu- 
tion and laws, and let us take the language of the | 
President in his own protest: 

“The custody of the public property, under | 
‘such regulations as may be prescribed by legisla- | 
‘tive authority, has always been considered an | 


| ‘appropriate function of the executive department 


| 
| 


‘in this and all other Governments. In accord- | 





| any free Government; and yet he appeals to the 


| good people of this country to sustain him in it. 
said it was not true in him, however it might be || 


Now, let us see if the resolution be || 


Mr. L. desired to give very briefly his opinion of 
the powers inherent in the executive department. 


rinciple || He admitted that all, the powers which Congress 


should, in addition to those he derived from the 
Constitution, vest in him, he might exercise; but 
to claim all executive powers, is, to convert this 
Government into a mere monarchy. Whether 
elective for four yeare or not, it is the principle of 
a monarchy, and nothing else. For observe, the 
President says, that Congress kas no power over 
the public purse. Now suppose the case of the 


‘ ance with this principle, every species of property || Commissioners of the sinking fund; the Chief Jus- 


| ‘belonging to the United States (excepting that || tice of the United States is one of those officers, 


lutions are proposed as the foundation of a prin- | ‘which is in the use of the several codrdinate || the Vice President is another—all placed beyond 
i | * departments of the Government, as means to aid || the reach of the President. They apply vast sums 


ciple, a silent acquiescence in this would cause it | 
to be claimed as a precedent. 


L.) it appeared that whether legislative action on | 


the resolution would ensue, depended on the action 
and proceedings in the House of Representatives. | 
But the President says there can not be legislative 
action upon iand,t 





erefore, that we were acting ' 


‘dent, whether it be lands, or buildings, or mer- 


‘ chandize, or provisions, or clothing, or arms and | 


| ‘munitions of war. The superintendents and | 


‘ keepers of the whole are appointed by the Presi- | 


To him (said Mr. || ‘them in performing their appropriate functions) || of money in extinguishment of the public debt; 
‘is in charge of officers appointed by the Presi- | 


and can the President interfere with them in dis- 
charge of that duty? 

But Mr. L. would inquire, by what suthority 
does the President send this protest to us? There 
is one paragraph in the Constitution of the United 
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States which says, ‘‘ he shall from time to time i) instrument, and the immunities of the department 


* give to the Congress information of the state of 
‘ the Union, and recommend to their consideration 
‘such measures as he shall judge necessary and 


‘ expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, | 
* convene both Houses, or either of them; and in 


* case of disagreement between them, with respect 
* to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
* to such time ae he shall think proper.”’ And this 
provision is the only one in which the President is 
authorized to hold intercourse with either House, 
except in executive business. What, then, is this 
resolution of which he complains? It is a resolu- 
tion which is either passed or revocable, 


thorizes this proceeding, and this right to take up 
our journals, and make an appeal to the people 
upon them, and it will open the door to look into 
our journals in high party times, and seize upon 
anything for such purposes, But if the resolution 


is not irrevocable—if future action may yet take | 


lace upon it, and the gentleman from Missouri 
far. Benton] should submit his resolution to ex- 
unge it from our journals, or if an act should be 
sed upon it—then this protest is a direct and 
palpable violation of the rights and privileges of 
this House. Let a proposition be made to rescind 
this resolution, and we act on the principle of it, 


and this violation of our privileges is equally 


palpable. 


But a precedent has been found for this act. The | 


precedents of the administration of General Wash- 
ington, if in point, he would always respect, and 
if he did not coincide in opinion with them, would 
depart from them with great reluctance; for never | 
was there, and never will there be, a man in this 


country so well fitted for President of these United | 
Mr. L. held him in the highest respect; | 
but instead of a just comparison between his act | 
President | 


States. 


and this, there is an awful contrast. 
Jackson rebukes us for an exercise of our powers, 
and makes an appeal to the people of the United 
States to sustain him. 


vested in him jointly with the Senate, sent to the 


Senate the nomination of another man, and in the || 
kindest and most modest tone, communicated the || 


reasons which induced him to believe that the per- | 
son whom he first recommended was worthy the | 
appointment. It was simply an annunciation, in | 
his own excuse and apology; and this is adduced 


here asa precedent for this act! He hoped the || 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Kina] would bring | 
some more precedents for reference to these times || 
from the days of Washington, Jefferson, and Madi- | 


gon. 


Sut the President had found out another source || 
of his peer and authority. He had found in his | 
office a substantive grant of executive pow- | 


oath o 


er. He says: 


‘* In the present case, moreover, there is even a | 


* stronger necessity for such a vindication. By an 


If it is | 
passed and gone by, find us an instance which au- | 


General Washington, | 
having differed with the Senate in the power of | 
appointment in one instance, where the power was | 


‘intrusted to +! 
' with my own la 


GLOBE. 


April 18, 


The VICE PRESIDENT remarked that the 











care, by all means consistent | order to clear the galleries having been executed 
wful powers, with the rights of | he was of opinion the motion to lay on the table 


‘others, and with the genius of our civil institu- |} was now in order. 


‘ tions. 
‘ solemn protest against the aforesaid proceedings, 
‘to be placed on the files of the executive depart- 
‘ment, and to be transmitted to the Senate.” 

In virtue of this oath, he asserts the source of 
authority under which he sends this protest, and 
that oath gives him just as much right to protest 
against an unconstitutional act of the Supreme 
Courtasagainstthis. If the Supreme Court were 
the President, he might send a protest to them and 
ask to have it placed upon its record. The Legis- 
lature of Virginia have expressed an opinion 


To this end, [ have caused this, my || 


Mr. BIBB said that no one regretted more than 
he did himeelf, the disorder which had occurred. 


|| He regretted the order to clear the galleries, be- 


| 


| 
| 


to pass a judgment upon an unconstitutional act of | 


| here. 


against his acts, and he might as well have sent | 


a protest tothem. But the State of New Jerse 
having passed a resolution approving of his act, all 


are entitled to join in songs of praise to the dema- | 


gogue who is raised far above himself. The man 
is absolutely intoxicated with the power he pos- 
sesses; his vanity, the most innocent of all faults, 


is inflamed by the flattery which he is daily drink- || 
ing in, and he is maddened by the burst of uncon- | 
trolled domination. And it is out of this spirit that | 


comes this protest, this appeal to the people. 


given great credit to the President for the happy 


termination of the tariff controversy of last ses- | 
Mr. L. yielded him no credit for that act, | 


sion. 
because he voted for the act of 1824; but the for- 
tunate termination of that question was due to 
another and very different person. And as he was 
not in his seat, he might now say of him what 
might be thought to be flattery if he were present. 


It was to the patriotism and talent of Henry Clay, | 
that he paid all his gratitude for that act, aided by | 


Mr. Letcher, of the House of Representatives. 


At this stage of his speech, there was much | 


clapping and hissing in the gallery; when (Mr. L. 


them to be cleared; and while the officers were 


was resumed, and much increased. 
Mr. BENTON then moved that the Sergeant-at- 


| Mr. MOORE said that before it was attempted, 
| he would inquire whether it was practicable for 
| the officer to do it. 

| Mr. BENTON insisted on his motion; con- 
tended that the Senate had been insulted; and 
asked the yeas and nays upon the question. 

Mr. CLAYTON thought there was no occasion 
for the proceeding—there was no ground for the 
Senate arraying itself against the people of the 
country. 

Mr. BENTON replied that he had no reference 
to the people who committed the first disorder. 
He knew how to make allowances for a sudden 
| ebullition of feeling, and would go as far as any 
| gentleman to excuse it. 


Arms be directed to take the offenders into custody. | 





| the only efficient reasons he has given. 
| 


| 
} 
if 


'| were in the galleries had all gone. 
The gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Kine] had | 





ere || gone 
proceeding to execute the order, the interruption 1 





His motion applied not || States, and he confidently declare 


‘| cause they were attended generally by persons 
| who were unacquainted with the rules of order of 


the Senate. The galleries were now cleared, but 
it had gonefurther. An order to the Sergeant-at- 
Arms to arrest persons generally was moved for. 
And from time immemorial, in England, it was 
contrary to every principle of liberty to issue gen- 
eral warrants. Such was the rule in courts of 
justice, and if so there, it was equally fit to apply 

We should get into greater difficulties if 


| we were to attempt to arrest on such general 
|| powers. Ele would always vote, in case of jn- 


terruption, for a motion to clear the galleries, but 
ae that was a dangerous exercise of power. 
r. BENTON asked what was the motion be- 


| fore the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT replied that it was 
his motion to order the Sergeant-at-Arms to take 
the offenders into custody. 

Mr. BENTON observed that the persons who 
He would, 
however, remark, that he made no motion fora 
general warrant; his motion was to take into cua- 
tody the persons who weré over his head, not to 
send the officer in pursuit of any one. It was to 
arrest them instanter. He would allow no one to 
say that he moved for, or was in favor of, a gen- 
eral warrant of arrest. But the business was now 
at an end. If one party commenced applause, it 
followed, of course, that the other would respond 
by hissing, and his motion applied as well to the 
one as the other. And he trusted that no one 
who was now taking notes of our remarks here, 
would represent him as being in favor of issuing 


| general warrants. He would withd:aw his mo- 
_ having paused) the VICE PRESIDENT ordered | 


tion, because the people in the galleries were all 


Mr. LEIGH resumed— 

The justice which he thought he owed to Mr. 
Clay, he was happy to give him. But he returned 
to the protest of the President of the United States, 
He spoke of the life he had devoted in the service 
of his country; of his scars obtained in that ser- 

| vice; of his advanced age; and of the hopes which 
he now cherishes, directed to the Throne of Grace, 
before which he thinks he shall shortly appear. 
His gray hairs are addressed to the people of the 
United States to sustain his protest, and — 2 
r. L. 
said he did not know of the President’s scars, but 
he would not doubt them, if he said they were 
upon his person. He knew this individual at one 
time personally, and he knew him well; he hac 
attentively watched his official life, both before and 
since his elevation to the presidency of the United 
that he was 8 


‘express provision of the Constitution, before the || to those who were guilty of the first disorder, but || man of undoubted veracity. But not having found 
| to those who ee aner repeated it, long after | his revolutionary services recorded in the history 
| || of the times, unless those services are handed 


* President of the United States can enter on the 
* execution of his office, he is required to take an 
* oath or affirmation, in the following words: 

*** 1 do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will 
* faithfully execute the office of President of the 
* United States; and will, to the best of my ability, 
* preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of 
* the United States.’ 

**The duty of defending, so far as in him lies, 
*the integrity of the Constitution, would indeed | 
* have resulted from the very nature of his office; | 
* but by thus expressing it in the official oath or | 


* affirmation, which, in this respect, differs from | 


‘that of every other functionary, the founders of 
* our Republic have attested their sense of its im- 


* portance, and have given to it a peculiar solemni- | 
*ty and force. Bound to the performance of this | 


* duty by the oath I have taken, by the strongest 
* obligations of gratitude to the American people, 
* and by the ties which unite my every earthly in- 


* terest with the welfare and glory of my country, | 





*and perfectly convinced that the discussion and 
* passage of the above-mentioned resolution were 
* not only unauthorized by the Constitution, butin 


| the order to clear the gellaries had been given. 
Mr. BELL moved that the Senate adjourn. » 
The VICE PRESIDENT decided the motion to 
be out of order, as a motion was pending. 


A member asked if it was in order to move to || 


_lay the motion on the table. 

he VICE PRESIDENT said it was not, the 
order to clear the galleries being in progress of 
| execution. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said, ifthe honorable mem- 
| ber would designate the persons who had been 
guilty of the disorder, he would vote for the war- 
| rant to arrest. It was unconstitutional to issue a 
' general warrant of arrest. The persons to be 
| arrested must first be designated; otherwise the 
whole city might be brought up here on the war- 
| rant, or all the persons who had been in the 
| galleries. 

Mr. EWING wasinclined to think we had pow- 
er to arrest in the Senate Chamber for an actual 
interruption in the Senate, without a warrant, but 
not out of the Senate Chamber without a warrant. 
Norcould a warrant be issued, without designatin 


‘many respects repugnant to its provisions and || the individuals to be arrested. The galleries ha 


‘subversive of the rights secured by it to other || now all been cleared, no 
* codrdinate departments, | deem it an imperative || privileged individuals. 


e would not give his 


*duty to maintain the supremacy of that sacred |’ consent to a general warrant to arrest individuals. 


“acm remained, except | 


| 





| 


down in the paners of the times, they will be lost. 
As to his public services, and his only services, 
they were the victory of New Orleans. In regard 
to that, he would say nothing of the facts, or what 
| he thought of the President in a constitutional 
point of view; he would sink all that, for under 
all the circumstances in which the country was 
placed at that time, the victory of New Orleans 
was one of the most important victories on record. 
But Mr. L. affirmed that never had a hero, inany 


|| age, obtained such a mass of military renown from 


a single victory, as the President had received for 
| that; and he ventured to say, that he would find 

five hundred nay ej generals in the revolutions 
of France who had equally distinguished them- 
selves. As tothe President’s gray hairs on which 
| he draws inspirations of heavenly blessings, he 
(Mr. L.) knew him too well to believe that the 
—— of age had quenched the boilings of his 





bosom. He ratherreminded him of Mount Etna, 

| whose summit was ca with eternal snow, but 
which was always vomiting forth its liquid fire. 

Mr. L. said he had intended saying a good deal 

more, but the late interruption had driven away 

his thoughts on the subject. He concluded by 

that the course which the 


expressing a hope 











> 
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Senate would pursue upon this subject would be | M 


adopted in that spirit of moderation and temper- 
ance which should characterize this body. 


Mr. EWING then rose, and expressed a wish || 


to be heard, but yielded the floor to 


Seen! 
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r. HEATH moved a suspension of the rules 


| of the House, in order to enable him to offer the 
| following resolution: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
| be directed to deposite in the Bank of the United 


Mr. WILKINS, who moved to lay the subject | States and its branches, from the first day of May 


on the table, and that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business 

Mr. CLAYTON said he was opposed to the 
motion, and hoped the Senate would go on with 
the debate on this question. 


He was in favor of || 


next, and until the expiration of its charter, all the 
accruing revenues of the Government. 


! Mr. BURGES asked the mover to alter the last | 


word to ‘* nation,’’ instead of ‘* Government.” 
The CHAIR said that when the House had 


adopting an illustrious example in England so || determined to receive the resolution, it might be 
early as the year 1641, in the early part of the || modified or amended. 


reign of Charies the First, upon a question of || 


kingly prerogative, where the rights of the Parlia- 
ment had been asserted. He hoped the Senate 
would go into no executive business, nor confirm 
any executive nominations, till we asserted the 
rights and privileges of the Senate, as well as our 





| Mr. WILLIAMS asked the yeas and nays on 
| the motion, and they were ordered. 

| The question being taken, the motion was re- 
| jected—yeas 83, nays §9, as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman | 
| Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Ash- | 


dignity and the dignity of the States we repre- | ley, Barber, Barnitz, Bates, Baylies, J. M. Bell, 
sented. He denied all right in the Executive to || Briggs, Bull, Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, 
send such a message here. Let us not at his || Chilton, Ciaiborne, William Clark, Clayton, Cor- 


bidding pass upon any appropriation bills for the 
support of the country, or upon any Executive 
nominations, until this great question of right 
and privilege is decided. 

Mr. CALHOUN heartily concurred with the 
gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. Ciayron.] The 

aper was a palpable breach of the rights and privi- 
eges of the Senate, and until this question wag 
settled he did not know whether to consider this 
body asa mere dependent part of the Government, 
or a coérdinate branch of the Government. 

Mr. WILKINS said the gentleman from Dela- 
ware was mistaken in the object of his motion. 
He gave notice this morning that he would make 
this motion. The business he alluded to was of 
great importance—it was in reference to a treat 
which that gentleman understood connected with 
our foreign relations. 

Mr. CLAYTON said that all other business 
was immaterial—there was none more important 
than the vindication of the dignity of the Senate, 
and he would oppose going into the consideration 
of any other business till that was decided on. 

Mr. SPRAGUE said, that although it was de- 
sirable that the business should be acted on soon, 
it was not necessary to-day or to-morrow. 

Mr. WILKINS then withdrew the motion, and 
gave notice that he would renew it again on Mon- 
day, after the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewin] 
should have concluded his remarks. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, April 18, 1834. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported an amendment to the bill amenda- 
tory of the several acts in relation to the relief of 
insolvent debtors; which was agreed to, and the 
bill, as amendea, was ordered to ke read a third 
time to-morrow. ‘ 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill supplementary to an act 
to carry into effect the treaty between the United 
States and the King of the Two Sicilies; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt. 
Read twice, and committed. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, reported a bill for the 
relief of James Young. Read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a hill for the relief of Henry Offut. Read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Armstrong Bailey. Read twice, and further con- 
sideration postponed. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Committee on 
the Library, reported a-joint resolution from the 


Senate for the purchase of a certain number of 


copies of the Laws of the United States, with an 
amendment. 


On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, three. thousand | 


extra copies of the report of Lieutenant Allen, who 
accompanied Mr. Schoolcraft in his tour through 
Louisiana, &c., were ordered to be printed. 








| win, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Darlington, W.R. | 


| Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, Denny, 
| Dickson, Ellsworth, Evans, Edward Everett, Hor- 
| ace Everett, Ewing, Felder, Fillmore, Foot, Philo 


Ramsay, Reed, Selden, William B. Shepard, 
William Slade, Stewart, W. P. Taylor, Philemon 


| 
} 


Williams, Wilson, Wise, Young—83. 
NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, William Allen, 


K. Fuller, Galbraith, Gillet, Gilmer, Joseph Hall, 
Halsey, Hannegan, J. M. Harper, Harrison, 


Cave Johnson, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
| sing, Laporte, Lawrence, L. Lea,T. Lee, Leavitt, 
Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, J. K. Mann, Moses Mason, 
Melintire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, Mc- 
Lene, McVean, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, 
Parker, Patton, Patterson, Pearce, Peyton, Pierce, 
Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Pope, Schenck, Schley, 
C. Slade, Speight, Standifer, Stoddert, W. Taylor, 





Whallon, C. P. White—89. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved the suspension of the 
rules, in order to offer a resolution requiring in- 
formation from the Post Office Department, which, 
he said, would be of use when the debate was 
resumed on the appropriation bill. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. JARVIS moved the suspension of the 
rules, in order to allow him to offer a resolution 
for inquiring into the causes of the suspension of 
specie payments by the Bank of Washington, the 
Bank of Alexandria, the Patriotic Bank, and the 
Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown; 
and thereupon he asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. HARDIN said if the mover of the resolu- 
tion would modify it so as to embrace an inquiry 
into the situation of each of the banks in the Dis- 
trict, he would cheerfully support it. 

Mr. WILDE asked if the motion could be post- 

ned. 

The CHAIR replied that a motion to postpone 
would not be in order. 

Mr. ARCHER asked the mover if he was will- 
ing to extend the inquiry. 

he CHAIR stated that when the resolution 
was before the House it could be modified or 
amended. 

Mr. JARVIS said he was willing to make the 


resolution as comprehensive as any member might 


wish, 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, it 


was determined in the affirmative, 149 to 23. 

The resolution being received, it was read, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be ap 


vestigate the situation of the Bank of Washington, 


|C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Garland, Gholson, | 
| Gordon, Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hardin, James | 
Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez W. 
| Huntington, Jackson, William Cost Johnson, | 
King, G. W. Lay, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, | 
McComas, McKennan, Milligan, Moore, Potts, | 


Thomas, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, | 
| Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whitilesey, Wilde, | 


Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, | 
| Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, || 

Casey, Chaney, S. Clark, Coffee, Cramer, Day, | 
D. W. Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, W. | 


Hathaway, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, | 


F. Thomas, Thomson, Turril, Vanderpoel, Van | 
| Houten, Wegener, Ward, Wardwell; Webster, | 
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| the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
| town, the Patriotic Bank, and the Bank of Alexan- 
| dria, situated in the District of Columbia, and to 
|| Inquire into the causes which have led to the 
recent suspension of specie payments by the afore- 
said banks, with the power to send for persons and 
papers, and thatthe committee be direcied to report 
|| che result of their proceedings to this House. 

Mr. HARDIN offered the following amendment 
to the resolution, to be added after the last clause: 

And to inquire into the present condition of the 
Bank of the Metropolis; and also what is the 
amount of its debts and obligations, and the means 
it has to pay them; and particn!ariy the species of 
property it possesses, and what amount is due to 
the bank from its officers or any of them. 
| Mr. JARVIS then moved to suspend the rules 
of the House, which set apart this day for the 
consideration of private business, in order to pro- 
|| ceed to the consideration of the resolution. he 
motion was rejected. 

Mr. POLK moved that the rules of the House 
be suspended, in order to take up the general 
appropriation bill, but withdrew it at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. ARCHER, in order to dispose of 
some bills on the table. 

The bill for the relief of David Kilbourn being 
eee on motion of Mr. POLK, it was post- 

oned. 

The bill for the relief of Gaetano Caruai being 
taken up, and some debate being likely to arise, 

Mr. POLK renewed his motion to suspend the 
| rules, in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the appropriation bill. 

Mr. McKIM asked for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 
|| ‘The question being taken, the motion was lost. 
Ayes 92, noes 65, (not two-thirds,) as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. John Adams, John J. Alien, 
William Allen, Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 
Beaumont, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bunch, Cam- 
breleng, Carr, Casey, S. Clark, Coffee, Connor, 
Day, D. W. Dickinson, Dunlap, Forester, Fow- 
ler, William K. Fuller, Garland, Gillet, Gorham, 
J. Hall, T. H. Hall, Halsey, Hannegan, J. M. 
| Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hazel- 
| tine, Howell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Noadiah 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, B. Jones, King, Kin- 
|| nard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Luke Lea, I’. Lee, 

Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Lytle, A. Mann, J. K. 
| Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, McIntire, McKay, 
|| McKim. McKinley, MeLene, McVean, Osgood, 
| Page, Parke, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, 

Peyton, F. Pierce, Pierson, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, 

Schenck, Smith, Speight, Standifer, William Tay- 

lor, Thomson, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van 

Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, 
|| Whallon, and C. P. White—92. 

NAYS—Meesrs. John Q. Adams, H. Allen, C. 
Allan, Archer, Ashiey, Barber, Barringer, Bates, 
| Beatty, James M. Bell, Briggs, Bull, Burges, Cha- 
| ney, Chilton, Claiborne, William Clark, Clayton, 
| Corwin, Crane, Darlington, A. Davis, Denny, 
| Dickson, Duncan, H. Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, 
|| Foot, P. C. Fuller, Graham, Grennel!, Griffin, H. 
| Hall, Hardin, James Harper, Heath, Hiester, J. 
W. Huntington, William Cost Johnson, Lincoln, 
| Love, Martindale, McCarty, McKennan, Moore, 
|| Murphy, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, Selden, W. B. 
| Sheperd, mommy, ark i P. Thomas, Tweedy, 
Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, 
| F. Whittlesey, E. Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, 
|| Wise, and Young—65. 
| TheSPEAKER communicated a letter from the 
| Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the 
| Chief Engineer, respecting the expense of repair- 
| ing the Cumberland road; also, a report from the 
| game, in relation to the improvement of the navi- 
| gation of the Monongahela; which were severally 
| referred. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, asked the unanimous 
| consent of the House to submit resolutions rela- 
‘tive to the extent and limits of the legislative 
|| power, in relation to the custedy and control of 
| the public maee 
| An objection ing made, 

Mr. WISE moved the suspension of the rule, 
|| and thereupon asked the yeas and nays; which 
|| were ordered. 


Mr. LOVE moved a call of the House, which 








inted to in- || was ordered and commenced. 


|| Upon going through with the roll, 140 members 
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answered to their names,and the call was proceed- 
ed with. 

Upon the eecond call 163 members answered to 
their names. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the absentees. 

Mr. BINNEY’S name being called, Mr. WAT- 


MOUGIL offered in excuse for the absence of bis || 
colleague, that he was carried to Philadelphia by || 


business, and moved that he be excused. Agreed to. 
Mr. BROWN’S name being called, Mr. CRA- 
MER stated that he was absent on account of the 
sickness of his family. 
Mr. BROWN was excused for his absence. 
Mr. WARD moved to suspend the further pro- 
ceeding in the call. 


Mr. WILLIAMS oppoeed the motion, and it | 


was lost. 

Mr. CARMICHAEL was excused, it being 
stated that he was confined at home by illness. 

Mr. CHOATE and Mr. C. C. CLAY were 
excused for similer reasons. 

Mr. DICKERSON was excused, it being stated 
that he was absent on business. 


reasone—Messrs. GRAYSON, 
HARD. 

Mr. LANE moved that all further proceedings 
in the call be suspended, and that the doors be 
opened. Rejected. 

The following gentlemen were excused: Messrs. 


HAMER, and 


HENDERSON, HAWES, CHINN, LEWIS, | 


LAY, McDUFFIE, MILLER, MITCHELL, 
MILLIGAN, SUTHERLAND, TOMPKINS, 
JACKSON, and WAYNE. 

Several other members were excused; when 

Mr. MANN moved to suspend all further pro- 
ceeding in the call. Rejected. 

After rejecting an excuse offered for the absence 
of Mr. HARDIN, the House again refused to 
suspend the call. 

Mr. PLUMMER moved that the members now 
in the Capitol be allowed to enter the Hall. 

The CHAIR stated the motion was notin order, 
according to the 55th rule. 

Mr. PLUMMER moved that Messrs. KAVA- 
NAGH and DENNY, who were in sight in the 
gallery, be admitted. 

The CHAIR stated that the motion was not in 
order. 

The CHAIR stated that one hundred and sev- 
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| Mr. WISE, of Virginia, to suspend the rules of 
| the House for the purpose of enabling him to 
| offer his resolutions. 


motion was rejected—yeas 103, nays 93, as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Heman Al- 


|| len, Chilton Allan, William Allen, Archer, Ashley, | 


Banks, Barniiz, Barringer, Bates, Baylies, Beale, 
Beaty, Jas. M. Bell, Bouldin, Briggs, Bull, Burges, 
Bynum, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, 


Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, Dar- 
lington, Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Deberry, 
Denny, Dickson, Duncan, Ellsworth, Evans, Ed- 
| ward Everett, Horace Everett, Ewing, Fillmore, 


|| Foot, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, 


Garland, Gholson, Gilmer, Gordon, Gorham, 


Graham, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, | 


| James Harper, Hazeltine, Heath, Hiester, Jabez 


|W. Huntington, Wiiiam C. Johnson, King, Lay, | 


| Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Martindale, Marshall,John | 
The following members were excused for various | | 


Y. Mason, McCarty, McComas,McKennon,Mer- 
cer, Moore, Patton, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, 


| Peyton, Pinckney, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Selden, | 


| Augustine H. Shepperd, William Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Stewart, Stoddert, William P. Taylor, 
Philemon Thomas, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Wat- 
mough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wil- 
son, Wise, and Young—103. 
| NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, Anthony, Bean, 
| Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Boon, 
Bunch, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Sam- 
uel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Cramer, Day, Dickinson, 
_Dunlap, Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, 
Halsey, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper,Harrison, 
| Hathaway, Hawkins, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
| Huntington, Inge, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, 
| Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, 
| Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lan- 
| sing, Laporte, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, 
| Leavitt, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Lytle, Abijah 
| Mann, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, 
_Mclintire, McKay, McKim, McKinley, McLene, 
| McVean, Milligan, Murphy, Osgood ,Page,Parks, 
Parker, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 
| Pope, Schenck, Schley, Smith, Speight, Standifer, 


| William Taylor, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, || 


enty members were now in attendance, and that || Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Web- 


ten or fifteen more were in the Capitol, as he was 
informed by the Doorkeeper. 


| 


ster, Whallon, and Campbell P. White—93. 
Mr. WISE gave notice that he should renew the 


Mr. MARSHALL moved that the doors be || motion every day during the session. - 


opened for the purpose of admitting those mem- || 


Mr. PEYTON rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the 


bers who were now at the doors of the House, | honorable gentleman from Virginia has notified 
without being taken into custody under the rule. || the House that he will offer the resolutions which 


Agreed to. 
Mr. BEARDSLEY moved that all further pro- 
ceedings in the call be suspended. Rejected. 
The absentees having been again called, 


| 
| 
| 


have just been rejected, every day during the ses- 
sion, unless they are received. I voted for the 
suspension of the rule, to enable the gentleman to 
bring foward his resolutions, because I intended 


| 


Mr. CONNOR moved that the Sergeant-at- || to offer an amendment in lieu of the whole of those 


Arms be directed to bring the absentees before the 
House. 


| 
| 


| resolutions. I now, sir, notify the House, and 


| that gentleman, that [ shall offer the resolutions 


Mr. BURGES suggested the expediency of || which I hold in my hand, as a substitute, when- 
postponing the motion till to-morrow at twelve | ever the honorable member from Virginia shall 


o'clock. 
Mr. POLK eaid that he recollected one instance 


in which the call-of the House had proceeded one | 
step beyond that which it had gone to-day, and | 


then messengers were sent to the absentees in- 
forming them that the House had called and re- 
quested their attendance, without taking them into 
custody, and he suggested that this course be now 
pursued. 

Mr. CONNOR modified his motion according 


to the suggestion of Mr. POLK, and it was agreed | 


to. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. HUBBARD called for tellers; and the 
question being taken, the motion was lost—yeas 
74, nays 78. 

Mr. GILLET moved to suspend all further 
proceedings on the call, and to open the doors. 


Mr. WARDWELL asked for the yeas and || 


nays; which were refused. 


76 


} 


| 


| 





he motion was agreed to by a vote of 90 to | 


So all further roceeding in the call was sus- || 


| offer his resolutions. 
the rule be sus 
lutions which 


I move, Mr. Speaker, that 
nded for the reading of the reso- 
send to the table. 


| The SPEAKER informed Mr. P. that it was || 


‘not in order to offer a substitute for reselutions 
| which were not received by the House. 
| Mr. PEYTON. Then, Mr. Speaker, I offer 
| them as original resolutions, and ask for a suspen- 
\sionoftherule. If we are to have ti: question, let 
| us meet it fully. 
The reading of the resolutions was called for, 
/and they were read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States, 
in the late executive proceedings in relation to the 


The question then recurred on the motion of 


GLOBE. 
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public revenue, has not assumed ‘ upon himself | 


authority and power not conferred by the Consti- 


tution and laws,”’ but that he has acted in con- 


formity to both. 

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States, 
in a late resolution passed by that body, in the 
| words following, to wit: * esolved, That the 

‘ President, in the late executive proceeding in 
| * relation to the public revenue, has assumed upon 
‘ himeelf authority and power not conferred by 


pended, and the doors of the House were ordered || ‘ the Constitution and laws, but in derogation of 
'*both’’~-have, by that resolution, adopted not 


to be opened. 


April 19, 


with a view to legislative action, but as a solemn 
censure upon the President, infringed upon the 








| 


|| rightful and oes powers and prerogatives of 
|| the House of 
| The question being taken by yeas and nays, the | 


epresentatives, 
Resolved, That Congress has the power, by luw 

to select the places of depositing the public money, 
| and providing for its safe-keeping. 
The SPEAKER was proceeding to a count of 
| the House, when, at the suggestion of several of 
Mr. Peyron’s friends, he observed that he would 
| withdraw his resolutions for the present, pledgin 


| himself to bring them forward bsti 
|Clatborne, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, | ee ee on ene 


the resolutions of the gentleman from Virginia, 
whenever they were presented. 

The resolutions having been read— 

Mr. PEYTON withdrew, for the present, his 
| motion, stating that he should renew it when the 


|| resolution of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


Wise] should be offered. 
On motion of Mr. LANE, 
The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, -4pril 19, 1834. 


| Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, presented a report with a bill to 
provide for the printing of five thousand copies of 
, ** Cavalry Instructions for the use of the Militia of 
| the United States;’’ and 
Mr. WILLIAMS, a bill for increasing the sal- 
aries of the judges of the United States for the 
| Territories ot Arkansas, Michigan, and Fiorida; 
| all which bills were read twice and committed, and 
ordered to be read a third time. 


Mr. CLAYTON asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit the following: 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed 
for the purpose of inquiring into the expediency 
of equalizing and reducing the salaries of officers 
and all other expenses of Government in every 
department thereof, where the same can be consti- 
tutionally done; and, also, to abolish such offices 
| as may bedeemed unnecessary; and that they have 
| power to report by bill or otherwise. 

Some members objecting, 

Mr. CLAYTON moved a suspension of the 
rule, to enable him to offer it,on which motion the 
yeas and nays were ordered; yeas 127, nays 16. 

And the resolution having been submitted— 

Mr. JARVIS proposed an amendment, which 
he hoped the member from Georgia would accept, 
as a modification, viz: to insert after the word 
‘*unnecessary,’’and also of increasing the compen- 
sation of officers, whose salaries or emoluments 
are inadequate to the services performed by them. 

Mr. CLAYTON accepted it. 

Mr. EWING demanded the yeas and nays on 
the resolution as modified. Ordered. 

Mr. PARKER said, that as he presumed this 
amendment was intended as a substitute for that 
which was already presented to the House by the 
| gentleman fram Ohio, [Mr. Vance,] he desired 

that it should not be immediately adopted until 
members should ascertain whether it might not be 
made more general. He moved to postpone the 
| further consideration of the resolution until Mon- 
day next. 

r. BEARDSLEY inquired if the suspension 
of the rule entitled the subject to be considered in 
preference to other resolutions before the House? 

The SPEAKER responded in the affirmative. 

Mr. PARKER then said, in compliance with 
the wishes of many members, he would withdraw 
his motion to postpone. 

Mr. VANCE said he felt it necessary to state, 
in answer to the remarks of the gentleman from 
New Jersey, (Mr. Parxer,] that headhered to his 
amendment; he had no knowledge of, or any un- 
derstanding with, the gentleman from Georgia, 
| (Mr. Crarron,] and did not know he had even 
an intention of presenting such a resolution; but 
_ notwithstanding that this was the first intimation 
| which he had of it, he would vote for it cheerfully. 
| Mr. PARKER, in explanation, said that he was 
| misconceived by the gentleman from Ohio. He 
had not said that there was any understanding on 
the subject between the two gentlemen. The 
resolution, it would be observed, would have the 
| same effect, and only brought the subject up in a 
' more tangible shape. 








| 
| 











1834. 


Mr. PLUMMER proposed to add the following, 








as an amendment to the resolution: 
«* And also into the expediency of reducing the 
compensation of the members of Congress.’’ 
Mr. CLAYTON said, if the resolution he pro- 
posed was examined into, it would be found to 
provide for reduction into all salaries derivable | 
under the Government, and which would include | 
the pay to members. 


He would remark, that | 


what had been stated by the gentleman from Ohio || 


was strictly correct. He had nothad any conver- 
sation with him as to this proposition. He had 
been prompted to make it solely from having as- | 
certained, from many members, that if such a res- 

olution should be proposed, they would support it. | 
He believed the sense of the House had been | 
sufficiently expressed, and that as the attempt of 





the gentleman from Ohio to procure retrenchment, | 
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| the rule. 





| ing of an extra number of copies of the report | struction varying altogether from the sentiments 


presented on the. condition, &c., of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal. 


MR. WISE S RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to permit him to give some 
rere or te a vote ee by him || earliest opportunity to make this communication. 
on the motion made by the member from Vir- || | admit, without reserve, as i have before done, 
ginia (Mr. Wise] yesterday, and which he con- | 


taaven ie J for hi ot || the constitutional power of the Legislature to pre- 
sidered It was necessary for him to make, in con- |/ gcribe, by law, the place or places in which the 


arene 9 hin eee appeared rela- || public money or other property is to be deposited, 
ing to the subject, in one of the city papers, (the || and to make such regulations concerning its cus- 


Intelligencer. J tody, removal, or disposition, as they may think 


Objections having been made, 
] 5 j propertoenact. NordoI claim for the Executive 
Mr. R. M. JOHNSON moved a suspension of any right to the possession or disposition of the 


oe public property or treasure, or any authority to 
Eg = ieee wen tai | interfere with the same, except when such posses- 


really entertained and intended to be expressed, 
| and deeply solicitous that my views on tbis point 
| should not, either now or hereafier, be misappre- 
| hended, | have deemed it due to the gravity of 
| the subject, to the great interest it involves, and 
to the Senate, as well as to myself, to embrace the 


through the medium of the bills making appropri- || 
ations for the salaries of public officers, would || 
prove abortive, he desired to bring up ihe subject | 
in ashape unconnected with any appropriation bill; | 
and if his proposition was adopted, he should desire |, 
that the amendment proposed by the gentleman || 
from Ohio should cease. The whole matter was, 
in fact, unpremeditated on his part. 

Mr. HARDIN hoped that the member from || 
Mississippi would modify his amendment so as to || 
include with the pay of members that which was || 


; : || sion, disposition, or authority, is given to him by 
let the member have an opportunity to explain. i; law. Nordo I claim the right in any manner to 
The SPEAKER. The explanation can only | supervise or interfere with the persons intrusted 
meee BY unanimous consent; and this has been |) with such property or treasure, unless he be an 
withheld. | officer whose appointment is, under the Constitu- 
Mr. R. M. JOHNSON, and Mr. THOMSON, |) tion and cay ts upon the President, alone, 
of Ohio, appealed to the House to withdraw the | oy jn conjunction with the Senate, and for whose 

| objections under the circumstances. | conduct he is constitutionally responsible. 
They were, however, repeated; and the House As the message and protest referred to may 
proceeded to the order of the day, being the con- || appear on the journals of the Senate, and remain 
sideration of private bills. among the recorded documents of the nation, fam 
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paid them in the shape of ** mileage.” 


Mr. PLUMMER assented, and 


Mr. CLAYTON agreed to modify his resolution | 


so as to include these amendments. 

The resolution, as modified, was then agreed | 
to—yeas 183, nays 2. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, then asked the unan- | 
imous consent of the House to offer the resolutions 
presented by him yesterday, as follows: 

Resolved, That the custody and control of the | 
public moneys of the United States not appropria- 
ted by law, and not disbursed under appropriations 


by law, are, by the Constitution, placed under the | Gills Wiel wm redested 


ee and direction of the Congress of the United 
tates. 

Resolved, That no change of the Constitution 
of the United States is necessary to authorize the 
Congress of the United States to intrust the cus- 
tody of the public money, not appropriated by law, 
and not disbursed under appropriation by law, to | 
other agency than that of the executive depart- 
ment, and that the custody of the public money 
must not be necessarily, under the Constitution, 
intrusted to the executive department. 

Resolved, That Congress can take out of the | 
hanus of the executive department the custody of 
the public property, or money, without an assump- | 
tion of executive power, or a subversion of the 
first principles of the Constitution, by the repeal 
and enactment of such laws as may be necessary 
to that end. 

An objection being made— 

r. W. then moved a suspension of the rule, 
and asked the yeas and nays on the motion, which 
were ordered, and the House refused to suspend— 
yeas 99, nays 91, (not two thirds.) 

Mr. PEYTON rose to remark, that he also must 
request a suspension of the rule, to again offer 
the resolutions presented by him—inserted in our | 
paper of Saturday—for it was inevitable that the 
question involved in them must come up before 
the House. 

Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend. Ordered. 

Mr. MOORE rose to a question of order. He 
desired to know if it was not a violation of order 
to propose resolutions of this character in relation 
to the other branch of the Legislature? 

The SPEAKER remarked that this was a sub- 
ject for discussion when the House should suspend 
its rules, and not on a motion to suspend them. 

Mr. ELLSWORTH inquired whether there 
was any objection made to the resolutions? He 
believed not. 

The SPEAKER. It was not for him to make 
this inquiry of every individual member. 

After a remark from Mr. MERCER, as to the 
point of order— 

he question on suspending the rules was put, 
and negatived—yeas 96, nays 99. 

The House refused to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of enabling Mr. STEWART to"take up 
® motion made by him on Thursday, for the print- 
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| 





_ reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again || 





latter bill, 


The bill for the relief of E. Brooke was post- | 
poned. 

The bill for the relief of John Wilson, and the 
bill to compensate for property lost, burnt, or | 
destroyed by the enemy during the last war, were 


| unwilling that epinions should be imputed to me, 
|| even through misconstruction, which I do not en- 
tertain, and more particularly am I solicitous that 
| I may not be supposed to claim for myself, or my 
A successors, any power or authority not clearly 
read a third time and passed. ; | granted to the President by the Constitution and 
The House resolved itself into Committee of the | jaws. I have therefore respectfully to request that 
Whole, (Mr. Connor in the chair,) and resumed || this communication may be considered a part of 
“ muvee of the bill to compensate Susan || that message; and that it may be entered therewith 
ecatur and others. 3 ; 
Mr. HUBBARD spoke at length, and with || °° ‘M* Journals of the Sense, KSON 
much zeal and ability, in support of the bill. | ; 
Mr. PARKER offered an amendment to the 


April 21st, 1834. 


After the message had been read— 
Mr. POINDEXTER rose and said, he desired 


to make the same motion in regard to this, that 
| he had made relative to the original message; he 
moved to lay this on the table, and would send to 
the Chair certain resolutions which he offered asa 
modification of his original motion, that the paper 
be not received, and which he moved to print, 

The resolutions were read as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the President, in transmitting 


: the paper which he did to the Senate on the 17th 
upon the bill for the relief of Susan Decatur, and || instant, which he requested to be placed on its 
the bill forthe relief of the representatives of Rich- || Journals, as an executive protest, against a reso- 
ard W. Meade, deceased. lution passed by the Senate, made a communica- 

On motion of Mr. CHILTON, tion not authorized by the Constitution, nor war- 

The House adjourned. ranted by that mutual interchange of communica- 

= tions which the discharge of official duties renders 
necessary and proper between the legislative and 
executive departments. 

2. Resolved, That the President, in the paper 
above referred to, assumes powers in relation to 
the Senate not authorized by the Constitution, end 
calculated in its consequences to destroy that har- 
mony which ought to exist between the coérdi- 
nate departments of the General Government; to 
IN SENATE. | interfere with the Senate in the discharge of its 

| duties; to degrade it in the public opinion, and, 


ee ee ose f the Pro- || nally: to destroy its independence, by subjecting 
The following message, explanatory of the F’ro- ] its rights and duties to the determination and con- 
test sent on the 17th instant, was received from trol of the Chief Magistrate. . 


the President of the United States by Mr. Donet- 3. Resolved, That the communication of a paper 


son, his Private Secretary: of such a character, with the declaration that ac- 
To the Senate of the United States: | companied it, isa plain and open breach of thecon- 

Having reason to believe that certain passages ] stitutional rights and privileges of the Senate; and 
contained in my message and protest transmitted || that it cannot be received by this body without a 
to the Senate on the 17th instant may be misun- || surrender of the just powers confided to it by the 
derstood, I think it proper to state that it was not | Constitution, in trust, to secure the liberty and pro- 
my intention to deny in the said message the power || mote the prosperity of these States, and which the 
and right of the legislative department to provide || members are bound to maintain, under the sacred 
by law for the custody, safe-keeping, and dispo- || obligations of an oath. 
sition of the public money and property of the || 4. Resolved, therefore, That the paper be not 
United States. received by the Senate. : 

Although [ am well satisfied that such acon- || A debate of some length then ensued upon, the 
struction is not warranted by anything contained |, supplemental message of the President and Mr. 
in that message, yet aware, from experience, that || PornpexTeR’s motion, in- which Messrs. PRES- 
detached passages of an argumentative document, |, TON, FORSYTH, EWING, POINDEXTER, 
when disconnected from their context, and con- CLAYTON, WEBSTER, and CLAY, partici- 
sidered without reference to previous limitations, || pated. 
and the particular positions they were intended to, The supplemental message was then laid on the 
refute or to establish, may be made to bear a con- \\ table, and the Senate proceeded to the 


Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, offered an | 
amendment, which was also rejected. 

The bill was then, on motion of Mr. ARCHER, 
laid aside, and the next taken up, viz: the bill for 
the relief of the representatives of Richard W. || 
Meade, deceased. | 

After some conversation on the subject of the || 


On motion of Mr. POLK, the committee rose, | 


Correction.—It was erroneously stated in our | 
report of the proceedings in the call of the House || 
on Friday, that Messrs. Kavanacu and Denny | 
were the members referred to as being in sight in | 
the gallery. They both answered to the first call, || 
and Mr. Denny was present during the whole | 
proceeding. 
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SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY, 

Being the motion of Mr. Pompexrer, that the 
Piesident’s protest be not received, as modified 
by his resolutions. 

Mr. EWING then took the floor, and spoke at 
length in support of the motion and the resolutions; 
and when he concluded, 

Mr. KANE rose to speak upon the question, 





bot expressed his readiness to yield the floor to || 


Mr. Wikis, if he wished to move to go into the 
consideration of executive business. 

Mr. WILKINS then made that motion, accom- 
panied by another to lay the subject under, dis- 
cussion on the table. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. FORSYTH aaid, before the Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Kane) proceeded, he wished to move 
an amendment to the resolution; after the words 
** pansed by the Senate,’’ in the first resolution, 
insert ** in the words following, to wit:”’ 

[Here inserting the protest at length, and also 
the supplemental mesaage. | 


j 
| 


Mr. FORSYTH said he might suppose 
manner in which hie motion had been treated, that 
gentlemen intended to depri im of his right to 
| have his proposed amend on the journals. 
The rules of the Senate did not require him to 





have his motion written out expressly for the || 
purpose; for if he should be required to copy the | 
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from the 





message, it would take him several hours, and the | 


men were to use itas a means of invective against 


was the President’s till it was received by the 


|| Senate, and he had a right to alter it till it was 


Mr. LEIGH asked whether he was to under- | 


stand that the mere motion of the gentleman from || 


Georgia would have the effect of spreading the 
protest on the Journal? 

The Presiding Officer [Mr. Kine] replied that it 
would. 

Mr. BIBB then objected to the motion as being 
out of order, inasmuch as it went to defeat the 


very intention of the resolution. 
Mr. CALHOUN thought it a very novel case. | 


The object of all rules was to carry into effect the 
intention of the body, and the very point under 
debate was, whether the paper should go on the 
journals. He therefore submitted whether the main 
— could thua be defeated by a side movement. | 


tions? Was there any attempt at fraud or covertly 
effecting them? The President did not desire, nor 
was he inclined to shrink from anything that he 
had ever said or done, either here or elsewhere. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN then moved that the 
Senate adjourn; which was agreed to, on a divis- 
ion, of 19 to 18. 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -4pril 21, 1834. 
REMOVAL OF THE DEPOSITES. 
The unfinished business of the last petition day 
being a motion submitted by Mr. Evans, of Maine, 
to correct a memorial and certain resolutions pre- 


sented by him from a large number of citizens of 
the towns of Gardiner and Pittston, (and which 





|| represented they were laboring under great embar- 


rassment from an unexampled scarcity of money, 


r. FORSYTH desired to incorporate the true |, &c.,) and referred to the Committee of Ways and 


character of the message into the resolutions, in | 
order that both might be presented together. 

Mr. CALHOUN then insisted that Mr. 
SYTH'S motion be reduced to writing, in accord- 
ance with the rules. 

Some conversation then took place between 
Mr. CLAYTON, Mr. CLAY, and the Secretary, 
about certain alterations alleged to have been 
made in the protest after it had been presented to 


| 


| 


the Senate—the printed copy not being identical | 


with the manuscript message. 


Means, with instructions to report a resolution 


|| declaring that a Bank of the United States is neces- 
FOR- || 


sary, expedient, and ought to be established— 
Mr. EVANSadvocated his motion, ontheground 
| that as the sufficiency or insufficiency of thereasons 


| given to the House by Mr. Secretary Taney in’ 


| justification of the removal of the deposites had 
| not been reported upon, the ae ef of the United 
| States, if this was not done, would have a right to 


“suppose that this question had been purposely 


| evaded, instead of having been fairly met—as he 


The Seererary being called on to explain that | contended it should have been—the former reso- 


matter, stated that the Private Secretary of the | 
President, Mr. Donelson, calied on him the day 
following the presentation of the message, and 


1] 


| 


lutions reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and upon which the House had voted, not 
having touched the sufficiency or insufficiency of 


desired to make a few verbal corrections of errors, || the reasons, which must be considered as the main 


which he said existed in the message. But the 
Secretary believing that he had no authority to 
allow any, the least alteration to be made in the 
paper, toid Mr. Donelson so, who was perfectly 
satisfied with the answer. The Secretary after- 
wards made pencil marke of the corrections sug- 


gested by Mr. Donelson, above the words in the || 


manuscript proposed to be struck out, which now 
appear on the paper. 

ir. FORSYTH then sent to the Chair the ori- 
ginal paper, as bis motion reduced to writing, in 
accordance with the requisition of Mr. CAL- 
HOUN to that effect. 

Mr. POINDEXTER and Mr. CALHOUN | 
then objected that the document itself could not 
be so used—that it was out of order. - 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order. 

Mr. CALHOUN then appealed from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. WEBSTER approved of the appeal. If | 


} 
| 
| 
j 


|| country, the removal of the deposites ought not to 
_have been attempted without these consequences 


| question by them. He then went at large into the 
| general bank subject; dwelling upon the utility of 
| the present or a similar institution; and deprecating 
| any substitution of the State banks in its place, to 


|, wansact the business.of the Government and of the 


| nation. He reviewed the reasons of the Secretary, 
and argued from them, that as they were not suffi- 
| cient to justify him in ‘* the experiment”? which 
was now bringing disastrous consequences to the 


having been foreseen, and, as they ought to have 
been, avoided. He censured the whole conduct of 
the President, as arising from a determination on 


| his part to put down the bank at any hazard, 


although forewarned of the consequences, if this 
design should be carried out. He contended that 
the interests of the country demanded, instead of 
waiting for the experiment to work its own cure, 








the motion was rejected, the gentleman from Geor- 
gia might put the document in his pocket, and 
move off with it. It was our own document, not 
that he had any particular desire to have it, but 
he would rather have it in our own power. The | 
gentleman had no right to the document of the | 
Senate. 
Mr. PRESTON said it was remarkable how | 
gentlemen contrived to make one document per- | 
form so many offices. One day it was a protest, | 
another ananswer. And while in discussion here 
it assumes another shape b 
the Private Secretary of the President, and now it | 
is an.amendment to a resolution. 
Mr. CALHOUN said he would not hesitate to | 
withdraw his objection, if the gentleman from | 
Georgia would withdraw his motion, and send the | 
paper back where it came from. 





that the Government should retrace its steps. 
Powers were now daily assumed and claimed 
which were at variance with the Constitution, and 
it therefore became necessary for Congress to take 
the subject up, as proposed by him, being the only 
means now left to avert ruin from every interest 


_ in the land—as well as with a view to check further 


|, unauthorized assumptions of power on the part of 


the Executive and his subordinates. 
Mr. SMITH, of Maine, stated that he desired 


| to reply to some of the remarks of his colleague; 


the interposition of | 


and he had also a petition to present. Hemoved 
the postponement of the further consideration of 


| the resolutions, that they might not interfere with 


| 
j 


the presentation of petitions. When theycame up 
in order, he should take occasion to make some 
remarks in reply to his colleague. 


Mr. WISE moved, as additional instructions to || 
\' the committee, the following resolutions: 


time for offering it would passaway. The gentle- | 


| 


| the President, and he (Mr. F.) was not to be per- | 
mitted to use it in his defence. As respects the |) 
alleged alterations, he would say, that the paper | 


received by the Senate. And what were the altera- | 
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Resolved, That the custody and control of the 
public moneys of the United States, not appropri- 
ated by law, and not disbursed under appropria- 
tions by law, are, by the Constitution, placed 
under the order and direction of the Congress of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That no change of the Constitution of 
the United States is necessary to authorize the 
Congress of the United States to intrust the custody 
of the public money, not appropriated by law 
and not disbursed under appropriations by law, to 
other agency than that of the executive depart- 
ment, and that the custody of the public money 
must not be necessarily, under the Constitution, 
intrusted to the executive department. 

__ Resolved, That Congress can take out of the 
hands of the executive department the custody 
_ of the public property, or money, without an as- 
| sumption of executive power, or a subversion of 
the first principles of the Constitution, by the 
repeal and enactment of such laws as may be 
necessary to that end. 
| Mr. HARDIN remarked that he had understood 
‘that the President had sent in to the Senate a 
| withdrawal of his claim to the public money. 
| Mr. EVANSaccepted the resolutions asa modi- 
| fication of his own. 
| Mr. PEYTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
| lowing resolutions as a substitute for the instruc- 
| tions moved. 
Mr. PEYTON was unwilling that the House 
| should spend weeks and months in the discussion 
| of a subject which he deemed unworthy of this 
| body, and which would tend to increase the ex- 
| citement which was said to prevail throughout the 
/country. Gentlemen talk about a revolution, and 
| of the spirit stirring abroad in the country which 
| threw the tea overboard. ‘T'hey say it isa good 
spirit, and that liberty delights in a storm. At 
| these sentiments his blood recoiled. Must Amer- 
| ican liberty live in a storm? Must our Govern- 
ment be resolved into its original elements? The 
friends of the President asked no aid from this 
House; but if the question was to be forced upon 
the House, he wished to have it fairly presented 
| for their decision. The resolutions offered by the 
'gentleman from Virginia, were said to be mere 
abstractions, meretruisms. Was it necessary to 
legislate upon a truism? It did not require a law 
to establish a truism. The tendency of the gen- 
| tleman’s resolutions—what their object was he 
| knew not—was again to try the President of the 
| United States, without notice, without a hearing, 
without arraignment. 

The CHAIR here pronounced the range of re- 
| mark taken to be out of order. 
| Mr. PEYTON looked upon it as unprecedented 
_and inexpedient for the two Houses to engage in 
censuring or praising each other. 

The CHAIR said this was not a subject before 
the House. 

Mr. PEYTON said, the course pursued would 
| involve us in the controversy between the Presi- 
| dent and the Senate. That controversy we had 
| nothing to do with—it should be left for the people. 
|The people were just, and would pronounce a 
| judgment which would stand to all time. Sir, I 
| say that it is unjust for us to arraign or try the 
President. He isstruggling against an institution 
which would crush any other man, and against an 
array of party strength more powerful than any 
ever witnessed in this country; and we are asked 
to cease our legislative pursuits, and join the Senate 
| in hunting him down. 
| Mr. WISE followed in some remarks, vindica- 
ting his motives in offering his resolutions. 

Mr. ‘TURRILL said he did not rise for the pur- 
pose of answering thearguments of the gentleman, 
[Mr. Wise,] who declares himself to be in a state 
of ** betweenity,’’ but to a question of order. He 
wished to know whether resolutions relating to 
| subjects not before the House, and not referring to 
| the memorials to which they were attached, were 

in order. 
| The CHAIR said, the resolutions had been re- 
ceived by the House, and it was too. late to make 
the point of order 
| Mr. TURRILL moved to lay the whole subject 
| on the table; upon which the yeas and nays were 
| ordered. . 
Mr. EVANS withdrew the resolutions, with 
' the exception of his original proposition. 





| 


1834. 





Mr. TURRILL withdrew the motion to lay the | 
regolutions on the table. 

Mr. SMITH moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject till Monday next. 





Mr. FILLMORE renewed the motion to lay || ceedings of a county meeting, held at Somerville, 


|| Somerset county, New Jersey, i f tt 
Mr. CRAMER moved that the House adjourn; || - re etal eee 


the subject on the table. 


} 


| 
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of the public deposites to the Bank of the United || was now embraced in fou 


States; which was read, referred to the Committee | 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN presented the pro- | 


course of the Executive with regard to the Bank 


upon which Mr. SMITH called for the yeas and || of the United States, and opposed to the restora- 


nays; which were refused. 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew the motion to lay 
on the table, and Mr. BOON renewed it. 

Mr. SMITH moved to postpone the subject till | 
Monday next. 


the memorial on the table, it was determined in 
the affirmative—yeas 107, nays 91. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, -4pril 22, 1834. 


|| tion of the deposites, and against the recharter of 
|| that institution. 


Also, a memorial signed by inhabitants of the | 


town of Princeton, and of residents of the counties || 


| of S tand Middl in the vicinity of 
The question being taken on the motion to lay | she gg ee ate eee 


town, in favor of a restoration of the deposites to | 


| the Bank of the United States; together with an- | 


} 


| 


| 


A message was received from the President of ] 


the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private | 


Secretary, transmitting certain private bills which | 
he had approved and signed. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- |. 


nication from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting the report of the Register of the Treasury, 
giving the amount of foreign commerce during the 
years 1832 and 1833. 

On motion of Mr. SILSBEE, fifteen hundred 
copies were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. . 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. WEBSTER said, that before he left his 
seat some days since, he had presented a memo- | 


| } 
| 


| 





rial from the city of Albany, New York, and was 


14 


l« 


other from the county of Middlesex and city of | 
New Brunswick, of like tenor. 
After a debate, in which Messrs. FRELING- | 


| HUYSEN, SOUTHARD, and BENTON par- | 


ticipated, the memorials were read, referred to the | 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. | 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
After the morning business had been finished, | 


|| the Senate resumed the consideration of Mr. For- || 
SYTH’s motion to amend Mr. PornpextTeER’s reso- || 


lutions, assigning the reasons why the President’s 


test itself in the first resolution. 

Mr. CALHOUN having withdrawn his appeal 

from the decision of the Chair— 
Mr. POINDEXTER submitted a general prop- | 


| osition in writing, as a point of order, designed to | 


' reach this particular case. 


| 
} 


authorized to say, and did say, that it contained | 


about two thousand eight hundred signatures of | 


qualified voters, exercising the right of suffrage in || 


thatcity. He saw afterwards in the public prints || 
a contradiction of this statement, and one of the || 
Senators from New York (Mr. Wricur] had || all went to but one point, which was, that the 
|| paper be not received. 
Y | lished, which would be the consequence of receiv- 
of it had attracted the attention of the memorial- || 


taken notice of a deficiency in the number of sig- 
natures. The notice that that Senator had taken 


ists, and it was then ascertained that one of the 
rolls of names attached to the memoria! had been 
accidentally omitted by the individuals charged | 
with its transmission to the seat of Government, 
but it had been found, and now here it is, (said 
Mr. W..) with affidavits made in due form of law, | 
and here are 1,485 names, making up the defi- | 
ciency; and if they are not sufficient, but little 
would be hazarded in declaring that four or five 
hundred more might be obtainedin Albany. Sir, 
in one of Mr. Burke’s glowing speeches, (said 
Mr. W.,) he remarked, that no regard should 
be paid to the number of the inhabitants of the 
United States from the census which might be 
taken, because, before it could be completed, the 
numbers would be beyond it. So, sir, with re- 
gard to these memorials, reprobating the acts of 
the Government: before you get through the con- 
sideration of them, others are continually swelling 
the aggregate. 

On motion of Mr. W., the papers were referred 
to the Committee on Finance; and 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the additional 
names were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from a 





number of citizens of Adams, Berkshire county, | 


Massachusetts, opposed to the measures of the | 
Executive, and praying a restoration of the depos- | 





ites to the Bank of the United States; which was || 


referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 
Mr. BIBB presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of citizens of Hopkinsville, Kentucky, of like | 
tenor, and upon which the same order was made. | 





The CHAIR (Mr. Kine, of Alabama, pre- | 
siding) said, that whether he decided for or against | 
the proposition, it would not affect Mr. Forsytu’s 


| right to propose an amendment to either of the || 


resolutions. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he designed his reso- | 
lutions as one entire motion. The three first res- 
olutions were the basis of the fourth; and they 
stated the reasons for coming to the fourth; they 


If the principle were estab- 


ing the motion, it would enable any member to 


| offer any paper or memorial, however offensive in 


| its terms; and thus, by saying ‘in the words fol- || 


|| dignity of the Senate. 
| 


| proposition, and then the question arose whether || 
|| he could so use it, which, being decided in the || 
| affirmative, the gentleman from South Carolina || 


lowing,” (then inserting the paper,) impair the 
All amendments, whether | 
passed or rejected, should leave the original prop- | 
osition where it stood before they were offered. | 

Mr. CLAY said the gentleman from Georgia | 
offered the original paper itself as a part of his | 


|| not receive it. 


|| Senate. 





a ee — 


r separate forms, that the 
| paper be not received. These resolutions were an 


|| expression upon the character and contents of the 


| paper itself, and upon the sentiments and princi- 


|| ples contained in it; and should we be required to 


record our votes, without recording our reasons 
also fer those votes? How could any man here- 
after determine the correctness of our judgment 
upon the paper, without having the paper itself? 


|| Whyshould we go on and make an expression of 


our sentiments,and then say that the paper should 
not come before us? It must either be considered 
or not; and was it not proper, and also the right 
of any Senator to have the paper spread on the 
Journal along with the judgment, as evidence of 
the conclusion which was come to? Oughtnotthe 
Journal to carry along with it the evidence of the 
vote of every Serator? 
Mr. CLAY replied that the President had sent 
this paper here, for the sole purpose of having it 
| recorded on our Journals. It was not designed for 
| any legislative or ultimate action; and therefore 
| the only question was, whether it could be received 
ornot. An amendment was then offered, which 
went to incorporate in itself every word of the 
document, and thus to effect the very object which 


|| the President wished, which the Senate was delib- 
protest should not be received by reciting the pro- | 


erating on, and which they might not decide 


| according to his wishes. Then the question was, 
| whether the motion waa, or was not, in order; and 
|| common sense decided that it was not. 


It was 
possible to vote knowingly as to its contents, with- 
out its being on the Journals. How many biils 


| were put on the Journals in hoc verba ? None. He 


denied that it was necessary to go on the Journal, 
/in order to consider and vote upon it. It was 
already, to a certain extent, in the possession of 
the Senate; and the resolutions ought to be passed, 


\| in order to let the President know why, in view of 


our constitutional rights and privileges, we would 
He was in favor of treating the 
paper with the utmost respect; and would, at an 
time, receive from the President any paper whic 
he was ready to send for ultimate action by the 
But he declined receiving any protest 
upon any question, which led to no practicat 
| results. 
Mr. FORSYTH said, if he understood the point 
of the aera it was, that the effect of his mo- 


|| tion would beto place the messages on the journal; 


and honorable gentlemen said that it was out of 
order, because it would defeat the object of the 
| Senate. How could the Senate decide the ques- 
| tion of order till they had decided the question 
which was now raised? The motion could not go 
on the journals till the ayes and noes were ordered. 
Honorable gentlemen were in favor of using the 
rules of order for common sense purposes, but 


appealed from the decision of the Chair. That || their mode of using them was by the majority to 
appeal he had since withdrawn, in order that the || defeat the rights of a minority. Here the Senate 

| preliminary question, whether the amendment of |, had received a message from the President—it 
_ the gentleman from Georgia was in order, might || had been read, and had been the subject of a three 
| come up. |, days’ discussion, and propositions had been made 
Mr. WEBSTER was afraid there might be || as to the character of the paper, and yet honorable 
| some misapprehension on the subject, which he |, gentlemen had not received it. We had gotit, and 
| was desirous should be avoided. There were | how could we ungetit. Mr. F.did notknow how 
| two objections now made: the first was, that the | you could make the President receive it,if it were 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia was not in || your good pleasure to send it back to him again, 
writing. The other was, thata proposition being || and he should deny it. The paper was here, and 
'made td exclude the President’s message, this || it must be considered. Each resolution founded 
motion was made with a design to avoid that || upon it was distinct in itself,and you could make 
| exclusion. He was anxious to get at the main | a proposition to alter, amend, or negative either 
| question of order, whether the motion itself thus | or all of them, and the Senate might still do what 
to amend, was in order. || they chose with the message, if his amendment 
Mr. CHAMBERS thought the true question || went on the Journal. Gentlemen professed great 
was, whether a proposition could be made which || respect for the President. He must beanswered, 
' would defeat the original proposition. If this || but the message must not be spread on the Jour- 
could obtain, forty-seven Senators might gravely || nal. We had been told that nothing wasso bane- 
| determine that a‘paper should not be placed on the || ful in the eyes of power as simple truth, and Mr. 
| Journal, and the very proceeding in which this || F. thought the maxim applied as well to legisia- 


| conclusion was endeavored to be arrived at, indi- | tive majorities as to executive power. Mr. F 





Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial, signed || cated that it was attained, in defiance of their will, |, said his object was to incorporate the paper with 


by Louis Bonaparte and others, in behalf of the |, by the instrumentality of the other forty-eighth || the resolutions, in order that its character mi 
Polish exiles lately arrived in this country in the | Senator alone. It could not be; such a paper, 
two Austrian frigates at New York, praying Con- || from the very nature of the business in which the 
stipulations | 


gress for a grant of land, under such 
as that body may think expedient. — 
The memorial was read, referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. | 
Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from a | 
number of inhabitants of Lenoir, one of the lower 
counties of North Carolina, praying a restoration 





ht 
|| be seen with reference to the resolutions. He 
|| contended that the motion was perfectly in order 
Senate was engaged, must be excluded. || until one-fifth of the Senators present had decided 
Mr. POINDEXTER then withdrew his written || that the yeas and nays should be taken. As an 
proposition. || objection had been made to his offer of the ori- 
Mr. WRIGHT said he felt himself quite un- || ginal paper as his amendment, he now withdrew 
skilled in points of order, but the question seemed | that, and sent to the Chair a copy of that paper, 
to him a plain one. When the communication || and asked the yeas and nays on the question of 
came from the President, we had the motion which '' order. 
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Mr. BLACK then read the views which he | countrymen of a Kosciusco and of a Pulaski will | quiry into its concerns, &e., would be out of the 
took of the question, and came to the result, that || find an eloquent advocate in the heart of every || question. He would not himself give way td the 
a Senator might offer any amendment he chose, || American. A debt of gratitude can never be can- || prejudice, and to the worse than idle clamor, that 
but it was competent for the Senate to make what || celled. The claim of the memorialists is also sus- /a bank, because it is a selected bank, is not sol- 
disposition of it they pleased. || tained by the laws of hospitality and the usage of || vent. Nor, because some other banks in the Dis- 


Mr. CALHOUN and Mr. BIBB contended that || nations. They ask for a grant of land, that they || trict had brokendown, by pre-arrangement among 
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one-fifth of the Senate could not be permitted to || may end their days in peace and security. Let us || themselves, and, as he believed, by pre-concert 


control the majority, and thus effect an object | 
indirectly, which the majority were opposed to. 

The CHAIR then decided that the motion of 
Mr. FORSYTH was in order; whereupon, 

Mr. POINDEXTER appealed from the decis- 
ion; but before the question was taken, 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, April 22, 1834. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, made a report on the petition of Henry || 
Stoker, accompanied by a bill for his relief. Read || 


twice and committed. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG rose to ask the unani- || 
mous consent of the House to present a memorial. || 


He felt assured that gentlemen would, with one 
accord, grant him leave, when he stated that it 
was the petition of the Polish exiles. 

Leave being unanimously granted— 

Mr. C. said he took great pleasure in presenting 
to the Representatives of a free people, the memo- 
rial of the Polish exiles. 
land, these pilgrims of liberty come to worship at 


our altars. The memorialists are but a small por- | 


tion of some 100,000 Poles, who have been exiled 
from their country. Some few found refuge in 
Europe; but most of them were banished to the 
wilds of Siberia. 1 trust, sir, we shall never vio- 


late those rules of public law, so necessary to pro- | 


tect the rights of nations, and to preserve the peace 
of the world, which prohibit us from interferin 
with the political affairs of other countries. But 


know of no national obligation to prevent us from | 
extending to these exiles our hospitality and our || 


sympathy. Nor can the rigid rules of public law 


restrain the friends of freedom, in every land, from | 
taking a deep interest in the struggle of patriots, | 
Though the cause of | 


wherever they may occur. 
unhappy Poland may not be the cause of nations, 


it is intimately associated with the cause of man- | 


kind. 
The SPEAKER stated that it was not in order 


to go further into the question, than to state the || 


contents and objects of the memorial. 


Sir, (said Mr. C.,) | am aware that it is not in || 


order, without the consent of the House; but I 
would not, in such a case, insult their patriotism 
by deeming it necessary to ask leave to submit a 
few brief remarks, in presenting the memorial. I 
repeat, sir, the cause of Poland is closely asso- 
ciated with the cause of mankind. Liberty mourns 
over her fate, and thechildren of every enlightened 
land learn her story, and weep over her calamities. 
Public law cannot blind us to the actual condition 
of the political world. The social elements of civ- 


ilized nations are in ee prin- | 


ciples are in active and general war. The history 
of the last twenty years—the fundamental changes 
in the Governments of Great Britain, France, and 
Spain, prove that a spirit of reform is silently revo- 
lutionizing the plan and form of ancient Govern- 
ments. 
spirit; and absolute monarchies are giving way to 
constitutional and representative governments. It 
must be evident that the eastern and western por- 
tions of that continent cannot long remain in peace 
—the conflict between antagonist principles of 
government must come on. Yes, sir, the question 
must sooner or later be determined, whether all 
who contend for the rights of man shall be ban- 
ished to our free land, or whether the white eagle 
of Poland is destined to wave triumphantly over 
the battlements of Warsaw. 

lam sure, Mr. Speaker, it is not necessary for 
me to recount the sufferings of the Polish exiles, 
to excite the sympathies or to solicit the favor of 
the House. 
timent from the Canadian to the Mexican frontier. 
The voice of the nation, from the ocean to the wil- 
derness, will welcome them to our shores, and pro- 
claim their right to demand our hospitality. The 


| 
| 


grant an asylum to these exiles, and while they || 
mourn over the fate of the unhappy land of their |, 


with another bank, by which they were probably 
to be indemrified, would he minister to the panic, 


Driven from their native | 


Western Europe is animated with this || 


There is, there can be, but one sen- | 


|| nativity, may they be consoled with the reflection 
|| that the brave Pole can never be an exile ina land 
|| of liberty. 

It has been usual heretofore to refer memorials 
of this character to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. It was my wish in this case to ask fora 
| select committee; but I know the members of the 
| former would contend for the honor of favorably 
considering it, and I cannot deprive them of the 
opportunity of doing so. 

The memorial was read, ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the committee appointed 
on the 19th instant, offered the following resolu- 
| tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed for the 
purpose of inquiring into the expediency of equal- 
izing and reducing the salaries of officers, and for 
other purposes, contained in a resolution passed 

by this House on the 19th instant, be authorized 
| to send for persons and papers in executing the 


I] 





objects of said resolution. 


Mr. JARVIS moved the suspension of therules, 
| in order to call up for consideration the following 
resolution, with Mr. Harpin’s amendment, which 
he had adopted as a modification, which he offered 
last week: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
vestigate the situation of the Bank of Washington, 
| the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
| town, the Patriotic Bank, and the Bank of Alex- 
| andria, situate in the District of Columbia, and 
|| to inquire into the causes which have led to the 
recent suspension of specie payments by the afore- 
said banks, with power to send for persons and 
| papers; and that the committee be directed to re- 
port the results of their proceedings to this House. 
| And Mr. Harpin’s amendment to the resolu- 
| tion, to be added after the last clause: 
|| ‘And to inquire into the present condition of 
| ‘the Bank of the Metropolis; and also what is the 





|| amount of its debts and obligations, and the 
| * means it has to pay them; and particularly the 
|, ‘species of property it possesses, and what amount 
| ‘is due to the bank from its officers or any of 
|, *them.”’ 

The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
|, jution— 

| Mr. EWINGsaid he was convinced that wehad 
| talked long enough of existing evils; and though 
|| he was in favor of the inquiry, he thought it time 
| to look to some definite action on the subject of 
|, the currency. He offered an amendment to the 
|| resolution, raising a committee of twenty-four, to 
| wens a plan for a national currency of a uniform 
|| value. 

The motion was decided to be out of order. 


|| Mr. BEARDSLEY said he was desirous of 
|| knowing what authority we had for investigating 
|| the concerns of the banks in the District which had 

not suspended specie payment. This authority 
| as respects those banks which had thus suspended 


| 


|| payment was, he learned, derived from their char- 
|| ter. In respect to them he had no doubt as to the 
|| power; but as to one bank named in the resolu- 
'| tion, he would ask gentlemen to put their finger 
|| on the authority for interfering with it in any man- 
‘| ner. He made the suggestion that gentlemen who 
| had given their attention to thé subject might in- 
|| form him what was the ground on which we were 
| proceeding. If we trusted to rumors, he would 
‘|| say we had some reason to doubt the solvency of 
| the Bank of the Metropolis. But he presumed no 
| gentleman in the House would hazard the sugges- 
tion that that bank was not as solvent as any other 
in the Union. Now, sir, | have reason to believe 
| that the Bank of the Metropolis would have no 
|| objection to furnish the information sought for, 
| and his only difficulty was, as to the authority on 
|| which we proceeded. As to the pretence that be- 
| cause this is a deposite bank of the Treasury, it is 
‘' the right and duty of this House to make an in- 


ee en a 


|| by pom a solvent bank along with the rotten 
banks. He was very sorry that the gentleman 
from Maine had introduced this bank into his in- 
| quiry, merely because it was a deposite bank. He 
|| alluded to the declaration made some days ago by 
|| the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Avvan,] that 
| the insolvency of the deposite banks could be 
proved, and remarked that it was a bare assertion, 
wholly unsupported by any facts. He repeated, 
that he would not lend himself to the gratification 
of party feelings around this Capitol by counte- 
, nancing the supposition that the deposite banks 
| were insolvent, because they were depositories of 
the public money. If the gentleman who moved 
the resolution has a fact showing that the Bank of 
| the Metropolis is of doubtful solvency, !et us have 
it; but do not let us make the impression that, in 
our opinion, the Bank of the Metropolis is just as 
solvent as the broken banks, and no more. The 
effect of such an impression would be to break 
the bank by clamor, if it could not be broken in 
any other way. He believed that this bank was 
a safe, solvent, and well-conducted institution; 
and ifit had not been, that excellent and much 
abused officer at the head of the Treasury would 
not have selected it. Every effort of the public 
press and of the party opposed to the Administra- 
tion had been made during the last six months to 
break down the credit of the local banks. That 
had been the ruling motive of the party. 
| Mr. LANE regretted, he said, that he was com- 
pe to differ from the gentleman from New York. 
o man had more confidence than himself in the 
Secretary of the Treasury; but he was in favor of 
inquiring into the concerns of any selected bank, 
whenever it was desired. He would not inquire 
whether the power was derived from the contract 
or from the charter. But he would say, that no 
bank should hold the deposites, for one moment, 
with his vote, which was not willing, at any time, 
to submit to this inquiry. He had confidence in 
the solvency of the bank referred to, and for that 
reason would he be willing to vote for the pro- 


posed inquiry. He wished to convince the people 
of its solvency, and allay the panic. If the bank 








was not prepared to submit to the investigation, it 
ought not to be a deposite bank. 

Mr. HARDIN said he believed the Bank of the 
Metropolis was in that situation, that if the inves- 
tigation of its affairs was committed to an unpack- 
ed jury, according to the suggestion of his col- 
league, it would be proved to be insolvent. He 
then went into some statements as to the condition 
of the bank, as derived from its last statements, 
and inferred that it was solvent, provided its bills 
and notes under discount were taken into consider- 
ation, but without them, it was insolvent. It so 
happened, that these discounts had been made to 
gentlemen in this vicinity, who were not able to 
pay, very promptly, their debts, and that this fund 
could not be very readily converted into specie, in 
the present embarrassed state of business. Every 
bank in the District was solvent, if this item be 
included, and without it, no bank in the District 
was solvent. He also stated, that he had heard 
that the stock of the Bank of the Metropolis was 
worth only sixty-four dollars for a hundred. 

= motion of Mr. BOON, the House proceeded 

to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. POLK, from the Committee of Ways and 

Means, made the following report: 

The Committee of Ways and Means, in pursu- 
ance of the third resolution of their former re- 
= upon the subject of the Bank of the United 

tates and the public deposites, which was 
adopted by the House, submit the following 
REPORT: 
The House, by its vote, having decided ‘that 

‘ the State hanks ought to be continued as the places 

* of deposite of the public money, and that it is ex- 

* pedient for Congress to make further provision by 
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* law, prescribing the mode of selection, the securi- } in their place. This may, doubtless, to some ex- 
« ties to be taken,and the mannerand terms on which tent, be encouraged and effected through thecollec- || 
* they are to be employed,’’ the committee deemed || tion and management of the revenue. Congress | 
it proper, in a measure of so much importance, to || possesses no power to restrict the State institutions 
ascertain from the Secretary of the Treasury his | from issuing small notes; but they have the power 
opinion and views, in regard to the regulations || to impose as a condition upon which any bank 
roper to be adopted in the employment of the | shall be employed as a depository, that it shall first 
Bate banks as the depositories of the public money, | stipulate not to issue or use, after a given future 
and the fiscal agents of the Government; and also || day, notes of the smaller denominations, in the 
for his views in regard to the probable effects which || course of its business; and they have a right to 
would be produced upon the currency by such reg- || refuse to receive in payment to the United States 
ulations. They accordingly addressed a letter to | the notes of any bank which shall not cease, after 
the Secretary, requesting to be furnished with the | a given future day, to issue small notes. The bill, 
information desired, and herewith report the an- || accordingly, contains a provision to this effect, 
swer which.has been received. designed to induce the State banks to codperate in 
In determining upon the mode in which the de- || banishing from circulation all notes of a less de- 
posite banks shall be selected, the committee are | nomination than five dollars, after a given future 
of opinion that a due regard to the public inter- || day. In several States such a prohibition already 
ests will make it proper to leave the selection, in | exists, and in those States a metallic circulation | 
the first instance, to the head of the Treasury De- || has been found to take the place of the stnall notes || 
artment, or to some other person designated by | which have been withdrawn. It may be neces- | 
aw; but when once selected, to put it out of the || sary, hereafter, for Congress to extend the prohi- | 
power of the Executive to discontinue such de- || bition to the issue of notes below the denomination | 
pository without the sanction and approbation of || of ten or twenty dollars. But the committee do |, 
Congress. Should it, however, be deemed expe- | not deem it expedient, at this time, to recommend | 
dient for Congress themselves to designate by law |, that the prohibition should be extended to notes | 
the banks which shall hereafter be employed as de- || above the denomination of five dollars. Should it 
positories, instead of delegating the power of selec- | hereafter be deemed proper, Congress can adopt | 
tion, in the first instance, to an executive officer, || further legislative provisions upon the subject. 
there could be no objection to that mode, provided || It will be perceived from the letter of the Secre- 
it be deemed practicable to make the selection in || tary of the Treasury, herewith reported, that fur- 
such manner as to protect and preserve the public || ther legislation in relation to the coins, constitutes 
| an important part of his scheme of the currency. || 


funds to be deposited therein. i en 
The committee concurin opinion that it is import- | 

















1] 


| 


The bill which they report prescribes, first, the || 
mode in which, and by whom, the State banks || ant that further legal provision should be made 
hereafter to be employed as the public deposito- || regulating the value of foreign coins, and making | 
ries shall be selected; secondly, the terms and con- | the foreign gold and silver coins a tender in the | 
ditions upon which they shall be employed, the || payment of debts, and also regulating the standard | 
duties and services they shall perform, and the || of value of our own coins. 
securities which they may be required to give, in || They have, however, reported no bill upon the | 
order effectually to protect the Government against || subject of the coins, because bills upon that sub- | 
possible danger of loss; and thirdly, it provides || ject have already been brought before the House | 
that when once selected, they shall be placed be- || by a select committee, to whom this particular | 
yond the power and control of the executive de- || branch of the subject had been referred by the |, 
partment, except as far as the safe and prudent | House. They concur in opinion that it is im- 
management of the public revenue may rendersuch || portant they should be acted on at the present | 
control indispensable. session of Congress. 

; | 
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lieved that more than three-fourths of the present 
paper currency is furnished by the State banks; 
and if so large a portion of our circulating medium 
is unsafe and unworthy of credit, then the Bank of 
the United States is either incapable of exercising 
the salutary control claimed for it, or it has failed 
to perform its duty to the public. In either event 
it is time to look for some other remedy. 

Judging from the lest information which the de- 
partment has been able to obtain, the paper of the 
various banks—including the Bank of the United 
States—in actual circulation in ordinary times, 
amounts to at least eighty millions of dollars. Of 
this sum the Bank of the United States furnishes 
less than twenty millions; and the various State 
banks more than sixty millions; the specie in the 
vaults of the same banks, to support this extensive 
credit, does not probably exceed twenty-five mil- 
lions. 

In estimating the amount of specie, I confine 
myself to the coin supposed to be in possession of 
the banks. In some of the States the circulation 
of bank notes beiow five dollars is prohibited by 
law, and in these States there is a considerable 
amount of specie passing from hand to hand, and 
forming a part of the ordinary circulating medium. 
It does not, however, probably exceed four mil- 
lions of dollars. ‘This metallic circulation lessens 


a 


| by so much the amount of paper, and to that ex- 


tent it diminishes the evil occasioned by the great 


|| disproportion between the paper superstructure 


and its metallic basis. But the coin which is thus 
circulating cannot be brought in aid of the paper 
currency, when a panic, or any other cause, sud- 


| denly throws it back upon the bank for redemp- 


tion. It cannot, therefore, be estimated asa part 
of the means to secure the payment of the actual 
paper circulation. It takes the place of so much 
paper in the mass of the circulating medium, and 
thereby lessens the amount to be redeemed. But 
it will never find its way into the banks when their 
notes are rapidly returning upon them. They 
must rely upon the amount actually in their vaults; 
and it is with this amount that we must compare 
the pay circulation, in order to decide whether it 
is in a safe condition. It is evident that the chief 
part of the paper currency of the United States 
must always be furnished by the State banks. No 
Bank of the United States could provide a sufficient 
amount for the whole nation, without giving to it 
a capital of sueh enormous and startling magnitude, 
that no one, it is presumed, would seriously pro- 
pose it. 

And if Congress are to legislate, with the view 

















The committee concur with the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the views which he had presented ir 
his letter, in regard to the importance of banishing 
from circulation bank notes of the smaller denom- 
inations, and of substituting gold and silver coins 


The bill restricts the discretion of the Executive, | Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
— oe it os of oe bower = ee oe pe iN st at el ted) ce s 
to discontinue the selected banks as piaces of pub- IR: ave the honor to ackn ge the re- 
lic deposite to cases of failure on the part of anid ceipt of your letter of the 7th instant, and proceed | 
banks to comply with the terms and conditions on | to reply to the inquiries made by the Committee | 
dal rae a eal niaete a oho ee Saares Oddiaks at the commencement | 
any of said banks may beco 
of the public bien, did reserves to Piles the || of the present session, assigning my reasons for | of securing to the people of the United States a 
ultimate control over the whole subject. By its || removing the deposites from the Bank of the Uni- || sound paper currency, the condition of the notes 
provisions the Secretary of the Treasury cannot || ted States, [ expressed the opinion that a corpora- || of the State banks is of much more importance to 
during the session of Congress dismiss from the || tion of that description was not necessary, either || the community than that of any Bank of the Uni- 
service of the Treasury any bank of deposite with- | for the fiscal operations of the Government, or the || ted States. The notes of the different local banks 
out having first obtained the sanction and appro- || general convenience of the people. | form the ordinary circulating medium for the great 
bation of Congress; and if during the recess of |} One of the arguments most frequently urged in || body of our citizens; and it would be unjust to 
Congress any bank shall fail or refuse to comply || favor of the expediency of a Bank of the United | them to disregard its condition. The whole cur- 
with the terms and conditions upon which it has || States isthe salutary influence which it is supposed | | — of the country should be placed in a sound 
been employed, or, if, from the periodical returns || to exert in securing to the country a sound cur- || and healthy state, as far as the legitimate Tr 
of its condition and business, or otherwise, the || rency. It is said the State banks have a constant || of the United States will enable them to accomplis 
Secretary of the Treasury shall deem it necessary, || tendency to over-issues, and that a superior power || that object. ; 
in order to protect and preserve the public interest, || is necessary to keep them in check, and to control || Under the authority delegated to Congress by 
to discontinue any of said banks as public deposi- || them in this particular—and the argument is con- || the Constitution of the United States, they have no 
tories, he is authorized to issue such order tem- | stantly and earnestly pressed, that a Bank of the | power to establish by law a paper currency; and 
porarily, but is required at the commencement of || United States is the fit and appropriate means to || the influence which they may lawfully exercise in 
the next session to report to Congress the reasons || accomplish this object. If there be any force in || securing its soundness 1s altogether incidental. In 
and the evidence upon which he has ordered such || this argument, the paper currency furnished by the || legislating within the admitted scope of their au- 
discontinuance, reserving to Congress the right to || State banks, as well as that issued by the Bank of || thority, they may, without assuming powers not 
approve or reverse such order. Thus all appre- || the United States, ought now to be in a sound || granted, look to the effect which their laws will 
hension that the power of the Executive over the || state. - | produce upon an interest of so much importance as 
selected banks may be used as a governmental The Bank of the United States has been in ex- || that of the paper circulation now floating through 
patronage or for corrupt purposes, is effectually | istence seventeen years, and must have already | the country. tate 
removed. Solongasthe selected banks shall con- || exerted all the influence in relation tothecurrency, || Taking this view of the subject, the first inquiry 
tinue to perform the duties required of them by the } which can ever be expected from such an institu- || is, what is the present condition of the ordinary 
provisions of the bill, (should it become a law,) |; tion. And if it exercises a wholesome and salu- || circulating medium of the United States? Is the 
so long as they shall continue so to conduct their || tary control over the conduct of the State banks, || great mass of the paper currency in a sound and 
business as to keep the public funds deposited || and restrains them within proper bounds, it has | healthy condition? If it is, we must endeavor to 
therein secure, they cannot be discontinued at the | had full time and opportunity to exert that power, || find means to preserve it in its present state, when 
will of the Executive, but will be entitled to their and the notes of the State banks, as well as those || the Bank of the United States shall cease to exist. 
custody as matter of right, unless it shall be the | of the Bank of the United States, ought now to || But if it is not, then it is obvious that the creation 
pleasure of Congress to withdraw them, or change || be found in a safe condition. For it must be ad- || of a Bank of the United States will not accom- 
the place of deposite. | mitted that we have gained but little by chartering || plish this desirable object; and that, even on the 
| the Bank of the United States, if only the com- || score of expediency, without reference to con- 
paratively small portion of the paper currency fur- || stitutional objections, some other plans should be 
nished by itself, is sound, while the great mass of || devised. : he 
the deedeiing medium is inherently vicious, and If the estimate I have made of the proportion 


liable to be disordered at any moment. It is be- || between the paper circulation and the specie in 
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possession of the bank be correct, or nearly so, the 
condition of the currency is obviously such, that 
the nation should not be content with it, nor desire 
to continue it in its presentatate. It is an immense | 


superstructure of paper, resting on a metallic foun- 
dation too narrow to supportit. [t has never been | 


sustained by its own wherent strength, but by 
public confidence. When every one firmly believes 
that the notes of the banks will, on demand, be | 
paid in coin, they readily circulate and answer all | 
the purposes of money. But the moment that | 


| 
| 


part of the circulating medium, and are returned 
upon the banks for redemption in specie, and the 
disproportion between the paper circulation and the 
coin prepared to redeem it, is so great, that it is 
constantly liable to have it chief support, public 
confidence, withdrawn from it. 
In speaking of the dangers to which the cur- | 
rency is exposed, | do not mean to intimate that 
the State banks are unable to pay the amount of 
notes they have issued. On the contrary, I am | 
persuaded that, with very few exceptions, they | 
are as safe asthe Bank of the United states. For | 
that bank has never been in a condition to redeem | 
ite notes in specie, if they were all suddenly thrown | 


back upon it. My object in inviting the attention || 


of the committee to this subject is, not only to | 


show the real condition of the currency, but to || 


mark the utter inconsistency of the argument, 

which urges the recharter of the Bank of the Uni- 

ted States, on the ground that it has furnished a | 
sound currency to the nation, and at the same 

time attempts to discredit the notes of the State 

banks. Both parts of the argument cannot be || 
true. The Bank of the United States has not | 
furnished the nation with a sound paper currency, | 
and has produced no salutary effect on the great 

mass of it, unless the issues of the State banks are || 
now in a safe and healthy condition. 

The difficulty under which the State banks are 
laboring at this time does not prove that they are 
unsound, and that they have been worse managed || 
than the Bank of the United States; when reports || 
injurious to the credit of the State bandas are in- 
dustriously and widely circulated, some degree of | 
embarrassment is unavoidable; especially when 
it is generally supposed to be in the power of the | 
Bank of the United States to stop them at its | 
pleasure. The evil is, however, in its nature, | 
temporary, and will soon pass away. And the | 
intelligence of the citizens will readily discover | 
that the present difficulty is the offspring of use- \| 
less alarm, and of a deliberate design to destroy || 
the credit of the State banks. And when the real || 
object of the excitement, and unfounded rumors || 
which are daily circulated, shall be understood by | 
the people, confidence will soon be restored, and || 
business resume its usual channel. The stoppage | 
of a bank from any cause naturally produces a || 
run on the banks in its neighborhood, and if pains || 
are taken to increase the excitement and alarm, || 


the evil will be more extensively felt than it would || 
be in ordinary times. 

_ The dangerous expansion of the paper circula- 
tion, compared with its specie basis, shows that 
there is something essentially vicious in the whole || 
system; and the mischief, so far from being cor- 
rected or lessened by a Bank of the United States, 
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|| of being entirely overthrown, is certainly one o 


|| complish the object. 
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commerce will, in the years of abundance, be led 
| into an extension of their business, which must, in 
| the succeeding years of scarcity, inevitably result 
in bankruptcy and ruin. In a time of pressure, 
confidence is easily shaken; and whenever it be- 
comes the interst of the Bank of the United States 
| to excite alarm in the country, its great money 


| 


power will most commonly enable it to effect the || 


object, and by destroying confidence and credit, in 


liable to constant fluctuations, and always in danger 
f 
| the worst that can be devised. Every species o 
| property is unstable and insecure, unless the cur- 
|rency which is to be exchanged for it shall be 


|| steady in its value, and not liable to be seriously 


| disturbed by accident or design. And the danger 
and evil is abundantly manifested by the history of 
| the United States, since the establishment of the 
present bank. Years of hollow prosperity have 
been succeeded by years of pressure and suffering; 
and the present condition of things demonstrates 
how readily a concerted effort to excite a panic 
and destroy confidence, may sornngts the great 
| mass of the circulating medium, and injure most 
extensively the property and industry of the 
country. 
The great evil of our present currency is the 


| disproportion between the paper in circulation and 


the coin prepared to redeem it. The remedy is, 


| to diminish this proportion, and to give to the 


paper currency a broader and firmer metallic foun- 
dation. Can this object be best accomplished with 
or without a Bank of the United States? 

I do not perceive that a Bank of the United 
States, upon any plan, is likely to diminish the 


evil. 


It may perhaps be supposed that a restriction 
on the bank, which would prevent it from issuing 
notes below twenty dollars, would tend to ac- 
But the only effect of such 
a restriction would be to substitute the notes of 


State banks of the lower denominations, in the | 
| place of the notes of the Bank of the United 


States. , 
Gold and silver will never circulate where banks 


| issue notes which come in competition with them 


For it will invariably happen that when the circu- 
lating medium is composed of different kinds of 
money, and one of them is less valuable than the 
other, but not sufficiently depreciated to be discred- 


ited, the inferior will, after a time, become the || 


general currency, and the more valuable will 
entirely disappear. This is obvious in the States 
where the banks issue notes as low as one dollar. 
For silver dollars are never found in circulation 
where paper ones are freely issued by the banks. 
In order, therefore, to bring the precious metals 
into use, the rivalship of paper must be effectually 
taken away. Wemust not only remove the notes 


| of the Bank of the United States, but also the notes 


of the State banks. 
And to create a Bank of the United States, and 


| restrict its issues, as above suggested, would be 


to invite the State banks to issue largely that 
description of paper which will not be interrupted 
by the competition of the Bank of the United 
States. The paper circulation would not be dimin- 





is more probably aggravated by such an institu- 
tion. The great amount of paper afloat proves || 
that the quantity depends more on the discretion | 
and judgment of those who make the paper, than || 
= their ability to redeem it whenever it is called || 
or. 
The dominion which a Bank of the United | 
States must always exercise over the smaller cor- 

porations of the States, vests in it the entire dis- | 
cretion of expansion or contraction. If it discount | 
and issue.its paper freely, the State banks are in- | 
duced, by the hopes of profit, to follow its example. 
If it suddenly curtails, they must curtail also, or | 
become the victims of their own imprudence. And 

if, by any means, the conduct of that bank disturbs | 
the public confidence in the safety of the State | 
banks, their notes will be returned upon them with || 
such rapidity as to endanger even the best managed 
institutions; and while such a power remains in 
the hands of a single corporation, the country will 
be constantly liable to sudden agitations and ex- 
citements from the alternate expansion and con- 
traction of the currency; and those engaged in 





| 


ished, nor would the proportion of the metals be 
increased. Paper dollars would still be manufac- 
tured in the same abundance; they would still come 
in competition with gold and silver, and drive them 
from circulation. 

The restriction therefore on the issue of the 
smaller notes, cannot be effectual, unless the sev- 
eral States shall be willing to coéperate with the 


legislation of Congress. They could hardly be | 


expected to prohibit theissue of notes under twenty 
dollars by their banks, whilea Bank of the United 
States was in existence with all the advantages it 
would possess over the State institutions. And if 


| they could be induced to unite in =<) a plan, the 
pu: an end to the | 


inevitable result would be to 
State banks; for their circulation of larger notes 
would be so much restrained by the competition 
and superior advantages of the notes of the Bank 
of the United States, that the small State corpora- 
tions would probably soon find their charters of no 
value, and be compelled to wind up their concerns. 
The field for paper currency would then be left 
entirely to the Bank of the United States. Their 


| 


| 


a few monthd throw the whole business of the || 


|| nationintoceniusion. A system of currency thus 
confidence is impaired, they lose their value as a | 


| 














| 





notes being receivable everywhere in payment fo 
| Robes due the Geversuer. would bem them ; 
| credit beyond their real value. The temptation 
under such circumstances to over-issues of paper 
would be almost irresistible. And after closing, 
| by this course of legislation, the doors of the State 
banks, we should soon find ourselves with a paper 
currency equally liable to depreciation with the 
present one, from the great disproportion the paper 
would bear to the specie provided to redeem it, 
In a plan which would lead to such resulis, we 
auld bacily expect the States to come in aid of 
the legislation of Congress, but we might count 
on their cordial codperation in efforts to place the 
whole circulating medium of the country on a eafe 
and durable foundation, when it can be done with- 
out injustice to their own citizens who are inter- 
ested in the State institutions. 

The first step towards a sound condition of the 
currency is, to reform the coinage of gold. The 
| present ys coin is more in silver than its nominal 
value. It is therefore never seen in the ordinary 
_exchanges of the country, and it is worse than 
| useless to continue the expense of coining it at the 
| Mint, unless it is intended for circulation. It will 
never make its way into general circulation, until 
| the relative value of silver and gold is obserevd, as 
near as may be, in the pieces coined of the respect- 
‘ive metals. It has been truly said that gold is the 
-antagonist of paper. Silver is too heavy to be 
transported from place to place, in large sums, 
without inconvenience. Some other circulating 
_ medium of general currency is therefore necessary, 
| even for the expenses of a journey from one State 


to another. There must be either a paper curren- 
| 





cy of general credit, or gold must be introduced. 
And it is essential that in its standard value as 
coin, it should be placed on its proper footing in 
| relation to silver, before a paper currency of gen- 
eral credit can be conveniently dispensed with. 
| The charter of the Bank of the United States, by 
| making its paper receivable everywhere for debts 
| due to the Government, furnishes a paper currency 
not equal to gold or silver, but yet of sufficient 
| credit for common use, and for the purposes of 
travelling from place to place. This will continue 
until the 3d of March, 1836. It is desirable, there- 
fore, that provision should be made at the present 
session of Congress for the reform of the gold 
coins. The coinage will require time, and ag this 
general paper currency is gradually retiring from 
| circulation, the gold should be prepared to takeits 
place. We produce gold to a large amount in the 
United States, and the product is increasing every 
year. The greater part of it is now exported as 
bullion, and this will continue to be the case until 
the value of the gold coin ischanged. Ever if the 
change should be made at the present ression, 
there would not, perhaps, be a sufficient supply of 
our own gold coins to meet the demand for a cir- 
culating medium of general credit, at the expira- 
| tion of the charter of the bank. But if foreign 
| gold coins should be made a legal tender at their 
real value, there would doubtless be enough of that 
metal, at the time above mentioned, to meet the 
wants of the public. And there can be no suffi- 
cient reason for throwing cut of circulation the 
foreign coins of gold or silver, which are current 
in other parts of” the commercial world. Indeed, 
as a measure of immediate relief in the present 
state of things, it is necessary that the foreign 
coins, both of go!d and silver, should be made a 
legal tender, in payment of debts, according to 
their intrinsic value. Very large importations of 
the foreign coins are continually arriving in the 
United States, and if they can be used by the 
State banks to discharge their engagements, they 
will probably remain here, and become a part of 
our circulating medium. And if they were made 
a legal tender in payment of debts, it would enable 
| the State banks to extend their issues,and to redeem 
their notes with greater facility. I respectfully 
invite the early attention of Congress to this sub- 
jectand regard the proposed alteration in our laws 
/as peculiarly necessary in the present exigency, 
and calculated to produce immediate and extensive 
benefit. As the Bank of the United States with- 
draws its circulation, it is of the first importance 
that the State banks should be enabled to extend 
| their issues and to supply immediately, by their 
| notes, the place which was filled by the Bank of 
the United States. 
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